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g8zh5t:
kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuz5b si4]vq5 ra9o6]X5 scsycEx6S5 srs5 
& WoEEym/u1i4 xixt5ti1j5 mun3i1j5 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 xq3Cu1i5 xs9M6Lt4 
vNbu. ]b8N WoExaifF]i5 x7m ra]?q5b 
w]kyq5 x4g6bsymJ5 xixt5ti4f5 
wcJDtk5 WoEx5t1k5 ]x6rQxDtsN/6gi4 
kNv6g5 WoEJ5 wvCh4ym?K5. WoExEym/
6S5 Wzhwoz9lq5 si4]v5 n6rbK5 
WoEx5t1k5 gryExDtsJ5.
kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuz5 n6rbsK6 
m0p 31, 1998u rs0JbsQx6Li n6rbsJk5 
tt6vk5 n8q4tn3i6, vNbu kNv6v6ggcw5 
yKi4nj5 X3Nstq5 ]x6rst4n5. vNbs2 
Z?m4fq5b n6rbq5 kNv6v6ggcw5 
vNbu whmQJ8NwctQJmj5 ]x6rQxDt4nj5 
WoEQx6g5. kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 
tuz5 #%)uox8i4 munst4ni4 gi/sK5 
srsk5 !!k5 xg3ix6gi4. WzhwozJ6 
xg3i4nz:
!H WoExk5 xsM0Jtk5 X3Nst5 @H ]rNs/5 #%)uox8 wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 
x7m ra]?q5b munst4nq5 xgw8Nso6S5, xg3ix6g5 kbCs9lt4 
kos6bsi4f5 ]x8i6bsymJk5, x7ml 
tu4f5 ]x8i6bsymJk5 wo8ixEx6ym9lt4 
vNbu, x7m

#H tt6v5 ra9o6X5 WoEx5 Wxi4Xb 
n6rbs/Exv6g5.

b8N gnDt n6r8N5tA WzJz5 WoEx6b5 
Wixio6Lb WoE5t1i4 k6vstco6SA5. sN gn6bsJuNM6 cspo6bK5, kNv6v6ggcw5 hD6n/sJ5, ]x8i6bsJ5 
h4fox5 nWo3lt4 ]nMsvstQ8q5g5 

n8qJ3Jx5. c9l]N5 tr8Nu4 kNv6v6gi4 
xsM5tQx6S5 N3DN3mb w]kyq5, c9l]Na6tbsQx6ymZlx6S5. W6fyu1k5 stEx6Lt4 xixt5tK5 mun6S5 s9lu. 
WoEJ5 wkw5 xhD6g5 xJ8q5g5 cspym/
K5 ]x6rQxChx6gi WoEJ5 x7m N1ui6 
]x6rQx6g5. kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuz5, 
s?A5 ]rNs/k5 cspnwif9l wvJ6ymJA5 
ryxi W7mEsM5 ]x6rxChx3i1j5 kNo1i 
WoE]p5 wob3NM5, WbcMs8qt9lb 
w]kctu1i4 wvJEx3if5 ]x6rsm0JbsK5. ho WoEx4nK5 W/4nK5 sk6S5, si4]v6 
b8N ra9o6X6 scsyv6S6 WoExaymJi4, 
scsycEK6 WoExa/Exv6gi4 ho. wkw5 
]x8i6bsymJ5 wMq5 xixt5tymo6S5 x7m 
w7u1i4 wM]Q9l ]x6rQx6ymo6S5, sk6g5 
ho WQx8q2S5 xixt5ti1j5. srs5 !)) 
sz]bi Wi3l4bsifK5 ]x6rvstQ0/x8q5g6.

kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuz5b vtmpq5 
x7m w6vNw/6tq5 d/ot2X4v wo1i4 
WoExEym/1k5 x7m wvJ6hwym/3k5. bwAZ6 
wo1k5 xg3icd?C. wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 
W6fyFizi4 gno]nDF5, g8zhQ5. wvJ6bsJmj5 wMsAF5, x8N4n3i6 W?9oxC/6S6, nWo6bwoq5. wvJ6tsAF5, 
d/8Nu4 wvJ3]i5 w]kct1k5. wo8ix3F1u 
Wi3l4bsi]fAF5, gryQx4v8i6St5 x7m 
sWQ?q5 xJ8q5gt5 x7m iEs3i6 
]x6rstu4 k6vst5bwoA5.  

d/8Nu4 
Jx0p wCymy 

w4y?sbs2 scsyq5

2 3
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Danet’e:
The Aboriginal Healing Foundation’s Final 

Report attempts to capture seven years of work 

among community-based healing initiatives 

that address the intergenerational legacy of 

Canada’s Indian residential school system. This 

publication summarizes the highlights of a 

larger, three-volume report and is intended to 

provide the reader with a useful understanding 

of the healing work the AHF has supported.

The Aboriginal Healing Foundation was established 

March 3, 998 as a cornerstone of Gathering 

Strength–Canada’s Aboriginal Action Plan, a federal 

strategy to renew the relationship between Aboriginal 

peoples and the Government of Canada. The AHF 

was given $350 million and an eleven-year mandate, 

organized into three stages:  

) Setting up of operations,  

2)  Commitment of a $350 million healing fund 

towards initiatives that address the legacy 

of physical and sexual abuse in the Indian 

residential schools of Canada, and 

3)  Writing of a final report. 

With the publication of this report, we have 

fulfilled the third and final stage of our mandate.

Perhaps the theme that emerges most powerfully from 

the report is the enduring resilience of Aboriginal 

peoples. Despite a century of efforts to forcibly 

assimilate “Indians” into Euro-Canadian society, 

Aboriginal peoples today look to traditional cultures 

for healing. As a funding agency, the AHF has had the 

honour and privilege of working in partnership with 

many courageous and inspiring individuals. While we 

at the AHF have played a role in the healing movement, 

the true foundation of healing has been the people, 

many of whom were labouring to improve the condition 

of Aboriginal communities before there was an AHF.

 
There is however much to do. The Final Report, 

not only assesses accomplishments, but indicates 

areas where further efforts are required. Here, 

the message in brief is that more time and more 

program support is necessary. Many have begun 

the healing journey, and many were not yet ready 

to undertake this journey when the Aboriginal 

Healing Foundation was created. Healing the 

effects of a century (and more) of historic trauma 

will require the sustained efforts of a generation.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of 

the Aboriginal Healing Foundation, I thank you for 

your interest in this document and I hope you find 

it of personal use. To those who have come here to 

learn, perhaps for the first time, about the AHF and 

the residential school system, I offer a welcome. To 

those who have come for practical support in their 

healing work, I offer appreciation and gratitude for 

your commitment to helping our people. And to 

those who have come for a deeper understanding of 

their experiences as Survivors, I offer respect and 

hope that this work may contribute to healing.

Masi,
Georges Erasmus

A Message from the President
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wo8ixEx6XMs6]g2 scsyz 
ho xw. swox}{ x9MsK6 
kNv6g6 sw4swuv8u. 
wo8ixExMs6ymJ6 nw8 
JyWs2 wo8ix3Fdbk5 
x3Nw5 wo8ix3Fz8k5, 
yXiy x8tsoJu. bwci 

wo8ix6g6 srs5 1949u 
1956j5. x]NN4fq5 w4yC3Jxi4 
xqctcMs6ymK5 srsk5 
Wzhk5 wo8ixEx3F4nz 
ra?Ex6bs9li. x9M5 
scsyq8i4, W6fyq8i4 
wMq8i5 wo8ix6tbsix3li 
x7ml w4yC3Jxi5 s4W1i6 
wo8ix6X9oxlis4 

xqctQ4S5. srscoDi 10i4 
wo8ixExM3li xq6g5. ?y4f5 
xs9Mo3m5 x]bbzb scst/z 
, “x9Mg5 scs]y5 SwA6bwoA4. 
rNsi1i4 SwA6bwoQ5. 
ckgw8N6 WoExaAF5 
bwvi, n8qQ5. x9Mk5 moZ6 
wo8ixD4, stDF5 s?5t1i4 
wo8ix6t5tMCF5.”

wo8ix3F1j5 tr5b6go6Li 
w6vsmJ6: “wo8ix3F4 
tro6LtA ?y k6v6S6. x7m 
wo8ix3Fs2 ]Xq5 m4W6S5. 
wyC5b ]X5 mg/st9lq5 
v2WxhMs6Sz. w6vsm8q2Sz 
ckw7m5 x4hxl4 dFxhA8i3iC.” 
scsyE?8qbq5 x3Nsct]Q5 
x4hD6XMs6g5, ]x8ix6g5, x7ml 
]x8i6y6bs?4g5; dFxN6gi4 
scsyv6X4S6 w6vsmQx6S6. 
x7m wp6ym9lt4 xrExDti4 
Wqx6XMs3i6t4 t5yQ?z. 

Shirley I. Williams is an Odawa 
woman from Wikwemikong 
Unceded Reserve. She attended St. 
Joseph’s Residential School for girls 
in Spanish, Ontario from 1949 to 
1956. Shirley’s parents negotiated 
a 3-year postponement of her 
enrolment in residential school 
with the result that she remained 
at home receiving instruction in 
Odawa culture and language from 
her family, as well as instruction 
in the Catholic catechism, until 
she was 10 years old. When she 
left by bus for St. Joseph’s school 
her father counselled her: “Do 
not forget your language. Do not 
forget who you are. No matter what 
they do to you in there be strong. 
Learn about the Indian Act and 
come home to teach us about it.”

Shirley describes her introduction 
to St. Joseph’s school: “As we 
were nearing the school the bus 
stopped and the gate opened. I 
remember feeling kind of sick 
when the gates closed. It was as 
if my heart shut down when the 
gates closed. I never knew why I 
became so unhappy.” She does not 
dwell on the pain and loneliness 
and punishments that she and the 
other girls endured at the school; 
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A Survivor’s Story
wo8ix3F1u scsyt4 xgD8N8q8Nu0J4, yiZhx6Li w7uk5 
sc9M4XMs6S6, scsyi SwaDm8qj5. ixdi eW1k5 wp6Lis4 
bsg8ax6Li xq3Cui x]NNuk5 sc9M4g6. wo8ixCi4g5 
ghQ?Ms6Xq5, wo8ix3Fz5 Wxi4y8N6y1m5 xJ3ND8i6Li. ryxi 
bwvi wo8ix3iz WxiMs8q2S6. 

16i4 sr6b3m5 x]NNzb isFxu4 x3N8aJtu4 N4ys0p=FQ?z. 
N/w5 vmpsJ5 whm3l4g5 “x3N6 isFx4n6” X3N4bso6g6. x]NNi 
bwm8N W8q8iC3mA X5b4bsJ6 ]x8i6yxaJ6. w[]l2 
niCzi Nq6tbso6S6 s9lk5 Wzhk5. wm6 x7m XMsZ6 
iegxq5 Nq8N6Li. x3Nsct]Q5 scsyu1i4 xgExv8q5g5. 
fFxh[F1u x]NN4fq5 xq3mb w6vNw/6bEx6S6. 

scsyv6S6 w7ui4 rNsQxui4 Nlo6ymMs6S6, c9l]N9l 
kNoq8k5 wMsoCh4g6 wicCi. sFii Wsnstk5 
cs9l6tQx6X4lis4. N1ui9l whmui i9oD8NCi. w]kctq5b 
xgd/q8i4 mocbgw8N6Li w]kJ6. ]x8ixF1u nl7m6nwpsJ6 
sxn6tsJ6 kNu ciQ]/i. swi4g6 fFxN8q5gu. s8k4f5 

she talks instead with humour about the small acts of resistance that they 
engaged in. Despite the prohibition against using Aboriginal languages 
at the school, Shirley practised talking to herself in bed at night, her 
head covered with a sheet. She imagined that she was back home at the 
kitchen table speaking Odawa to her parents. She dreamed of joining the 
ranks of high school graduates, a possibility that became real with the 
addition of high school instruction at St. Joseph’s. But this was not to be. 

When Shirley turned 16, her mother, at great personal sacrifice, sent Shirley 
a store-bought dress to celebrate her coming of age. The nuns saw the dress 
as an attempt to make Shirley “look like a whore.” When she defended her 
mother she was slapped and strapped and made to stand facing one of 
four punishment posts in the middle of the building for three days with 
only bread and water for food. She and the other girls were forbidden 
to speak to each other during this time. That year at Christmas break 
Shirley sought her parents’ permission to leave school and go to work.
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wo8ix6g6 A]o5 !@ WxiQx6Lis4. srsco6Li 40i4 
1979u yM5g6n3F1j5 wo8ixEx6S6, x]bbi xqMs6ymZus4 
wo8ix3ix6g6 wMi wo8ix6tMCuq5. 

1983u wo8ixCi4vu wo8ix6t5tpsi1u4, 
wo8ix6t5tpsix6fpo6S6. kNv6v6g5 W6fyq8i4 xg3iq8i4 
wo8ix6ymZu wo8ix6t5toMs6S6. x9M5 c9l]N5 kNq8i 

w6vNw/3ix6g5 X3N4g5 wo8ix6t2Xq5. 1986u wo8ix5t5tpi 
mo4Xz, KM5 sw9o, yM5g6n3F1u wo8ix6t5to6S6. x9M5 
scsyq8i4 wo8ix6t5tK6. sv6S6, “wo8ix6t5t9lz 
xixt5tKz mun6Sz, wlw5gao6Sz. scsy6S5 xvsJ6 
mun3N6g6, scsy6S5 wvJ6g6 x4hxl4. x3Ci scsy6S5 xg6LA  
mun3N6g6, munsti4 scsy3i4 wo8ix6t5tMs6ymKz.” 

s9lu wo8ix6t5tp9MEsK6 yM5g6n3F1u kNv6v6gi5 
w0JxZ4n6 WoE5tx6g6. wo8ix6tbq5 kNv6v6g5 x7m 
xyq5. scsy1i4 wo8ix6t5tpsi1u4 WJ8Nstco6g6. x7ml 
NlNw4fbv6Li wo8ix6t5tpsi1j5. bwAz3i4 nNymK6 
scsy3k5 wo8ixDti4, x9Mg5 wo8ix3Dt5. Bxr4gi scs]y5 
xg6bsJ8N6g5 x9Mg5 nNifq5. kbCs9li wo8ixEx6ym9li 
hC6bsii k6vDtQ?4bz, ryxi WJm9ME4buk5 WQx6X4S6, 
Wxi4X4S6. x9Ms9li x3Ns9li scsyi x7m W6fyi n4fwd/
s8q8if xzJ6]vq8i5 g8zFQ?z. wo8ix3i6 WD6X9ox8N6g6 
xg6LA x8NsmQK6. x]bbi xqMs6ymZus4 wo8ix6t5tM6S6 
xg6]X. 

ho x7m xyq5 N1ui6 x8Ns7m4S5 xixt5ti4f5. xyq5 ho 
mun6S5 x7ml xyq5 xJ6S5 hC6bsymlx6g5, x]JtcsCu4. 
kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tusJ5 ]b4fiz wvJExcCu4 
n6rbsymK5. 
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wo8ixEx6XMs6]g2 
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Elkhorn Residential School, courtesy of Janice Longboat
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Shirley speaks of her confusion about her identity, trying to merge into 
mainstream society and cover her brown skin with make-up, of having 
no sense that she had a right to her own opinion, and of being like a 
zombie following without question the directions that others gave her. 
She worked as a laundry and scrub woman in a hospital near home, 
made and ended a bad marriage, and took night school and upgrading 
courses to attain high school equivalency. In 1979, at the age of 40, she 
undertook the challenge of entering Trent University to finish what 
she had promised her father as she departed for residential school. 

When Shirley graduated with her Bachelor of Arts in 1983 everything 
seemed to point in the direction of teaching. With the background of 
her Native Studies degree she began teaching Life Skills and Natives in 
Transition preparing Aboriginal people for work or further education. 
In 1986 she followed in the footsteps of one of her mentors, Fred 
Wheatley, and obtained a position in the Native Studies Department at 
Trent University teaching Ojibway language, which is closely related to 
Odawa. She says: “Teaching helped me to heal myself because as I was 
teaching I also grew. In the language there are a lot of words and some of 
these are healing words. Last year I did a workshop on healing words.”

Today Shirley Williams is a Full Professor and a role model to the 
many Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students who pass through her 
classes. She has completed a diploma in language teaching and a Master 
of Arts degree. She has produced books for language instruction and a 
CD-ROM bringing Ojibway language into the modern context of the 
hockey rink. Her residential school experience caused her to take a long, 
often painful, detour from her early goals. She credits her survival as an 
Odawa woman to the grounding in language and culture that she received 
within her family and to the healing power of learning. She is fulfilling 
the promises that she made to her father and herself so long ago. 

Shirley and other Survivors have reclaimed wellness for themselves. There 
are many others who are still on a healing journey and yet others who are 
heavily burdened with the legacy of residential schools. The Aboriginal 
Healing Foundation was established to support their healing journeys.
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Elkhorn Residential School, courtesy of Janice Longboat
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ra9o6X6 kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuq5b si4]vq5 
WzhwozK5. ]b4fxo scsyv6S5 WoExaymJi4 tusJ6 
n6r8Nu 1988u 2005j5.

si4]v6 1: mun3i6 xg6b6: x8Nsmi6 st6tQx6b6 
• kNv6v6g5 mun3ij5 tuq5b WoExq5 kNv6v6gk5 ck6 
WoE0Jbsymiq5, cspn6ym/q5 x7m eu3Dx6ym/q5 
x7ml kNv6v6gk5 mun6gk5 xgxZsd/sJ5 WoExk5. 
wo8ix6gFi1k5 x7m wM]Qk5 gC6g5. 

 
si4]v6 2: ck6 WoExaJ5 grv6X5: WoEx5 cspn6bsiq5 
• cspn6bsif5 Wzh5 vNbom3u scsysK5 G2000, 2002, 

2004H, b9om5 cspn6t5 vtmpCM5, 13 cspn6b5, 1,479  
wkw5 xW6h6bsJ5 x7ml 36 WoExaJ5 ]rNs/i4 gi/
sif5 kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtq8i5.

si4]v6 3: kNv6v6g5 kNq8i munst5 xg6bsJ8N6g5 
• kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtq8i5 ]rNs/6b6ymJ5 
WoE0Jyq5 xixt5ti1j5 mun3i1j5 WoExaJ5 
scsysK5.

 kNv6v6g5 kNoq8i xg6bsJ8N6g5 s=?]l8]i5 xW6f]t5
 cspn6bsifi4, WoExaifi4 vtmpCMi5 x7m 
xW6hbsifi4 WJmJ5 g4yCD8N6S5. 

 

The Final Report of the Aboriginal Healing Foundation is published in 
three volumes. The report records the formation and accomplishments of 
the Aboriginal Healing Foundation (AHF) between 1998 and 2005. 

Volume I: A Healing Journey: Reclaiming Wellness
•  places the work of the AHF in the wider Aboriginal healing movement, 

summarizes what the AHF has learned from research and evaluation, and 
recommends upon the future healing needs of residential school Survivors 
and their families.

Volume II: Measuring Progress: Program Evaluation
•  synthesizes the data collected through the 3 national surveys (2000, 

2002, 2004), 5 focus groups, 13 case studies, 1,479 individual participant 
questionnaires (IPQs), and file review of 36 AHF-funded projects.

Volume III: Promising Healing Practices in Aboriginal Communities
•   reports on AHF-funded healing programs with practices and interventions 

that are working well for Aboriginal communities or communities of 
interest based on questionnaires, file review, survey data and focus groups.
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• The Past
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“wo8ixEx6tbsJ5 
kNq8qbq8k5” WQxDbsymK6 

kNv6v6g5 vNbu 
c9l]NA6tbsQx6g5, w1M1u fw 
F4gE/ fwQ/st9lA WQxDt. 
xJE6hwps2 cspm]J2 scsyz 

wm8N 
“wo8ix6t5tQx6g5 x7ml 
c9l]Ng5 wka6t5tQx6g5 
kNv6v6gi4 WJm8q5gi4, 

whm8q5gi4.” 

/.x. ul, “sx8 ZMbsx8, Bx4yS 
x7m vNbu x9Mk5 moZ6” tt6vi 
xg3ixiC6b5 WsJ5: eu3Dx6t 

vNbu Z?m4f5 x7m x9M5 m9lq5, 
1992 

•
“Residential schooling, in short, 

typified the totalitarian and 
assimilation spirit of Canada’s 

Indian policy in the later Victorian 
era and the first half of the 

twentieth century. It amounted, 
as a candid missionary put it, to 

an effort to ‘educate and civilize a 
people against their will.’” 

J.R.Miller, “Owen Glendower, Hotspur, and 
Canadian Indian Policy” in Sweet Promises: 

A Reader on Indian-White Relations in 
Canada, 1992.

x0posEp: ?5 AO{, vNbu bE/sys6t4f5, w5b3in5  
x0pdtq5 PA-134110
Photographer: Bud Glunz, National Film Board of Canada, Library and Archives Canada, PA-1341108 9
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1900 kanExo6t9lq5 
vNbs2 Z?m4fq5 g4yx3F1i4 
xqctv6S5 w6vNw/
k5 wo8ix3F4ni4, x7m 
wo8ix6g5 gJ1uFq8i4 
vmpsix6Lt4. kNv6v6g5 
kbCq8k5 gC6g5 nN/sJ5, 
xsM8ix3mq5 Z?m4f8i5 to/
so6S5 . 

wo8ix3F5 x7m gJuFq5 
kNv6v6g5 kb6vq5 
c9l]Ng5 wo8ix3ix3mb 
n6rbsJ5. x7m s4W1i3u4, 
c9l]N9l W6fyq8i4 s4WE/
q8i4 x7m w6vNw]/ci3j5. 
vNbusboxaK5. 

 

130 wo8ix3F5 w6vNw/k5 
n6rbsK5 srsE/5 1831u 
1998j5. yK9o6X6 n6rb6 
]jBx4 x9M5 wo8ix3Fz5 
KM8K5, x8tsoJu,1831u 
m4W6b6. wo8ix3F5 
kNi xF4g6ymJi x9M5 
kNq8i Wbcs6S5 x7ml 
isKN{s1u, So{ ws5 
rr6]bi x7m is?sM8u. 
srs6b6g3u gJuFv6Lt4 
wo8ixEx6bMsEK5 
kNo1k5. 

1920u Z?m4f8i WoEp, 
bv8 v7K6 y]v5, x9M5 
moZzi4 ]x6r4yQx4v8i6S6 
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In the late 19th century the Canadian 
Government undertook a formal 
partnership with the churches to run 
industrial, boarding and residential 
schools for Aboriginal people.

The Indian residential school system 
was designed to teach Aboriginal 
children the English language, as 
well as the religion, values, and 
work skills of Canadian society.

Between 1831 and 1998, 130 
industrial, boarding and residential 
schools would operate. The earliest 
was the Mohawk Indian Residential 

School, opened in 1831 at Brantford, 
Ontario. The schools existed in 
all territories and in all but three 
provinces – New Brunswick, Prince 
Edward Island, and Newfoundland. 
In the North, the residential school 
system also took the form of hostels.

In 1920, Duncan Campbell 
Scott, the bureaucrat in charge 
of Canada’s Indian Policy, revised 
the Indian Act to make attendance 
at residential school mandatory 
for all children up to age 15.

At its peak in the early 1930s, the 
Indian residential school system 

K
x
5 
K
M
 
w
o
8i
x
3F
4, 
v
N
b
u
 
w
5b
3i
n
5 
x
0p
d
t
q
5 

PA
-1

02
47

2
Fo

rt 
Pro

vid
en

ce
 In

dia
n R

es
ide

nti
al 

Sc
ho

ol,
 Li

bra
ry 

an
d A

rch
ive

s C
an

ad
a, 

PA
-1

02
47

2

10 11



xg6ymJ6 • The Past 
kb6vom5 srs6b8q5g5 15i4 
wo8ixExv6g5 moZso6Li. 

wo8ix3i6 WoExai6]XAK6 
1930i. vNbs2 Z?m4fq5b 
xsM5bz5 wo8ixEx6t5ti6 
kNv6v6gi4. g4yx6ti5 
xsMbs9lt4 wo8ix3]F5 x7m 
gJ3uFq5. 80 wo8ix3F5 
xg6bsJ5 kb6vi4 17,000 
sz]bi wiQ/s9lt4. 

44 w4yC3Jxi5 xsMb5 x7ml 
21 xJE4hwpi5 xsMb5, 
13 J]Nt5 g4yx6tq8i5 
x7ml m3Dw5 SMyWtso/
8f8i5 xsMb5. ]b4fNz5 
taux6bsq8N3lt4 
wo8ix3i6 WoExaizi 
wo6fysix6Lt4. 

wo8ixEx6t5t?1i6 
kNv6v6g5 kbCq8i4 
WoExv6S6 n6rbsK6 wm8N 
x]gtcix3m5, ““"w6rosiq8i4 
kb6v5 gdn6b6.”" xJE6hwp 
Bs mvw ttC6S6 1903u 
wo8ix6t5tis2 u4]nk5 
“wk1i4 whm8q5gi4 
WJm8q5gi4 wo8ix6t5tJ5 
x7ml c9l]Na6t5tQx6g5.”

wo8ixEx6t5ti6 
kNv6v6g5 kbCq8i4 
gryN6yMs6S6 
xbsys5b6Lq5 
kb6v5 kNv6v6]giq5 
kan6bsQx6g5, 
wM]Q8i4 xFt5tK5, 
kNoq8i5 W6bsJ5 
xq3CcD8i6S5, scsyq5 
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was a state-sponsored, church-
run network of 80 schools with 
an enrolment of over 17,000. 

Of these 80 schools, 44 were under 
various Catholic orders, 21 under 
the Church of England which 
later became the Anglican Church, 
13 under the United Church, 
and 2 under the Presbyterians. 
These proportions would remain 
constant throughout the residential 
school system’s history.

At its core, the Indian residential 
school system was an organized 
effort to “kill the Indian in the child.” 
Missionary Hugh McKay, writing 

in 1903, characterized the system 
itself as an effort “to educate and 
colonize a people against their will.”

Residential schools came to 
represent both in theory and in 
practice a deliberate systemic effort 
to remove generations of Aboriginal 
children, one by one, from family, 
community, language, culture, 
and, broadly speaking, Aboriginal 
ways of living in the world.

For those traumatized by their 
experiences in the residential school, 
the policy of forced assimilation 
has resulted in pervasive loss: 
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xg6ymJ6 • The Past

loss of identity, loss of family, loss 
of language, loss of culture.

As early as 1907, residential schools 
were also noted by inspectors 
as places of disease, hunger, 
overcrowding, and in disrepair.

As late as 1950, according to 
an Indian Affairs study, over 
40 per cent of the teaching staff 
had no professional training.

This is not to say that past 
experiences were all negative, or 
that the staff were all bad. Such 
is not the case. Many good and 
dedicated people worked in the 
system. Indeed, their willingness to 
work long hours in an atmosphere 
of stress and for meager wages was 
exploited by an administration 
determined to minimize costs. 
The staff not only taught, they also 
supervised the children’s work, play 
and personal care. Their hours were 
long, the pay below that of other 
educational institutions, and the 
working conditions exasperating.

The residential school system 
is not solely responsible for the 
current conditions of Aboriginal 
communities, but it did play a role.

SwA6bs/Exv6S5, W6fyz5 
N3DN6g6 xgD8i3o. 
kNv6v6giq8i4 
xyst5tQx6S5.
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 b8N 
moZ6b6 kNv6v6g5 kbCq5 
wo8ixExv6g5 xgo6t9lA 
wMsifk5 rNsi3j5 
xys0JbsoMs6S6: rNsi3u4 
Nlo6g5, wMcsD8i6g5, 
scsyu1i4 xyspJ5 x7ml 
W6fy3u1i4. 

1907u xg6bson6t9lq5 
wo8ix3F5 x7m gJ3u]F5 
cspn6tu5 eu3Dx6bsZu4 
scsysymJ5 hDj5 x7m 
b]b3j5 ]x8ix6b3N6g5, kbC5 
]v4g5, wkQxlx6g5 x7ml 
fFxN8q5gu  wiQ/sJ6 
x4hD6gi5.

1950i wkoEpgv4f5 
cspn6bz8i sv6ymJ6 
wo8ix6t5tpq5b N2Xq5 
$)Sn8 wo8ix6ym8q5g5, 
wo8ix6t5tpu4 bw/
sJ8N8q5g5. 

wo8ixiq5 
xg3iv6Lt4 x7ml w]MA5 
Ws]]JicMs6]gZlx5, 
wMq5 w6vNw/6tq5 
WsMs6S5. w6vN/6g5 
wMq5 x4hD6XMsEK5 
W5tx6g5. xro6h6bs5txCt4 
k6vzMs6ym8q5g5, Z?m4f5 
xrr5g6ysDhj5 s=?]l8]i5
g4yx6tsJ5 vm]p5. 

xixt5ti6 mun3i6 xg6ymJ6: xg6bsymJ5 gn6bs/Exv6g5 scsysJ5 Nw5g9lq5  A Healing Journey: Final Report Summary Points
x0posEp: N/4 oMw8, 1960, vNbu w5b3in5 x0pdtq5 PA-195124
Photographer: Sister Liliane,1960, Library and Archives Canada, PA-195124 12 13
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In the early 1990s, beginning 
with Phil Fontaine, National 
Chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations, Survivors came forward 
with disclosures that included:
• sexual abuse
• beatings
•  punishments for speaking 

Aboriginal languages
•  forced wearing of soiled 

underwear on the head or 
wet bedsheets on the body

• faces rubbed in human excrement
•  forced eating of rotten and/

or maggot-infested food
• hair ripped from heads
•  use of students in 

medical experiments

•  bondage and confinement in 
closets without food or water

•  electric shocks with 
an electric chair

•  children forced to sleep outside 
– or to walk barefoot – in winter

• forced labour
    and much more.

Many former students today are 
pursuing healing and reparation 
for the humiliations they 
suffered in residential school.

Very gradually, the residential school 
system was discarded in favour of 
a policy of integration. Aboriginal 
students began in the 1940s to 
attend mainstream schools.

The Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development assumed 
full management of the residential 
school system on April 1, 1969. 

Throughout the 1970s, at the request 
of the National Indian Brotherhood, 
Government undertook a process that 
saw the eventual transfer of education 
management to Aboriginal people.

In 1970, Blue Quills Residential 
School became the first residential 
school managed by Aboriginal people. 

vmpsJ5 wMq5 s9l4f5 
wo8ix6t5tK5, s8kf5 
XwEK5 vmK5 kb6vi4. 
xrr5gu4 xro6bs?4Lt4 
x7m w[lc5txCt4 N1ui4f5, 
WoExq9l5 W/Eg9lt4 
xJ3N4X4Lt4 WMs6S5. 
wo8ix3Fq5 Nm8q5g5 
xyq5 wo8ix3F9M5b 
h4fs8q8i6nst9lq5. 

wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 
kNv6v6ggc5 hD6n/
gxaMs8q2S5, 
wMgw8N6 ianwQx3i1j5 
x9Msiq8k5 w]kiq8k5. 
ryxi wo8ixEx6X4g5 
x4g6bs0Jbs]MAymK5 
kNv6v6g5 xsMbsQx3iq8k5 
xy0p6bsQx6Lt4 
Wsi6noxaQx6Lt4. 

1990 sesE/so6t9lq5 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 x9M5 
yKos6tz5 WQx6Li, Fs 
?x8]t8, x9M5 vg0pct]Q4f5 
tuz5b yKos6tz5. 
i9oD8N6y?9oxoMs6S5 
ck6 WoExa?Ms3i3u1i4. 
sfkz x7m xyq8k5 
Wi3l4bsif5 9o6X9oxo6S5 
wo8ix6Lt4: 
•  kb6vi4 kox6g5, 
dkJ3ix6g5,

•  ]x8i6yx5, 
•  scsy3u1i4 xg6g5 
sc9M4g5 ]x8i6yx5, 

•  xsv6gi4 c9oCMi4, 
hD8i4 Nn6ym/sJ5, fw/
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q8i4 x[oi3i4 tuq5 
rW4bsJ5 kbCsctq8i5 
eu3Dx6bs9lt4, ca]n6b5

•  ]rNq5 xNq8k5 
x4nlrb6bsJ5, 

•  waN3i4 x7m hD6ymJi4 
iei4 iEtbsJ5, 

•  k/6g6bs9lt4 k/w/6b5, 
•  wLx6nstk5 k]bk5 
xg6tbsJ5 cspnDbsJ5, 

•  x8kC4fF1i S6bsJ5 
iu6ymJ5 xk9M4y6tb5, 
wu6tbs5bwoJ5 
iEtbs5bwoJ5. 

•  w4y?sb6 sx/j5 ]sb3N6g6 
iu6bsFQZus4 ]sb6tbsJ6, 

•  kb6v5 yMu yi4tbsJ5, 
Wh4tbsJ5 vucCt4 yM4f5 
srs4f5, 

•  nNpQ/sJ5 yxM5
 x7ml ho xyq5tA5 
WoExaJ5. x0pdtz, ]/Ny }Mx8Ks5

Courtesy of Janice Longboat
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sk6g5 wo8ixEx3if5 
s9lu xixt5tK5 mun6S5 
x7ml x8NZhx6S5 
hD6nNsiFi3u1k5 
xro6hwq8Ns/o6S5, 
N1ui6 hD]QJ5. wo8ix3F1i 
xg6ym/q5 N1mZE?q5 
xbJu4 w]ky3u1k5. 

h4vw5gu4 wo8ixEx6t5ti6 
k6v6X9oxoMs6S6, 
wo8ix3F1k5 kNo1i5gk5 
wo8ixEx6Xo6X9ox9lt4 
kNv6v6g5 kbCq5. 
1940i kNv6v6g5 
kb6v5 wo8ix3F9M5bk5 
wMs?Qx6S5. 

wkoEpgv4f5 b]m8i4 
wo8ix3F1i4 gJ3uF1i4 
xsM5tQx6S5. tauxEx3iq5 
WQx6S6 xwS !, 1969u. 

1970 srsE/so6t9lq5 
x9M5 vg0pct]Qq5b x/
s3mq5 wo8ix3F5 x9M5 
vtmpq5b xsM2X9oxo6Xq5, 
ta9li0J4. x9Mi5 
xsMbso6S5.

1970u Kl fs6 wo8ix3F5 
x9Mk5 wo8ix3F4 x9Mi5 
ta/sK6 xsMbso6S6.

rA9o6X6 x9Mk5 wo8ix3F4 
mg/sK6 1998u.

xg6ymJ6 • The Past
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The last band-run residential school 
closed in 1998.

We look back today at a system that 
tried to erase Aboriginal cultures from 
history and we look forward to a time 
when there is again a relationship of 
mutual respect based upon the historic 
treaties between Aboriginal people 
and the Government of Canada.

With the lessons of history in their 
service, Aboriginal people have begun 
to heal the wounds of the past. 

On January 7, 1998, the Federal 
Government of Canada issued 
a Statement of Reconciliation and 
unveiled a new initiative called 
Gathering Strength—Canada’s 
Aboriginal Action Plan. A 
strategy to begin the process of 
reconciliation, Gathering Strength 
featured the announcement of 
a $350 million healing fund. 

On March 31, 1998, the Aboriginal 
Healing Foundation was created. It 
was given ten years to disburse this 
$350-million fund beginning March 
31, 1999 and ending March 31, 2009.

Since June 1999, the Aboriginal 
Healing Foundation has been 
providing funding support to 
community-based initiatives that v
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s9lu wo8ix3FsMs6g5 
w6vD8N6XK5 kNv6v6g5 
N3DN3mb 
]x6r4hDbsQx3if5 W6fyq5, 
scsyq5, wM]Q5 kan3lq5, 
c9l]Nk5 wMsoD8N3i3mb. 
s9luo iEso6SA5 
whmQJ8N3i6 xg9lA 
w]kct]Q5txoM6gA5. 
kNv6v6g5 x7m vNbs2 
Z?m4gq5 w6vNw/
5txct]QoDm6g5 iEsQ?K5. 

xg3i3l5bsi6 yKi5t1i 
xg4v8i3ixD1i3m5 kNv6v6g5 
mun3i3j5 Wqx6S5. 

/kxE &, 1998u vNbs2 
Z?m4fq5 n6r5tK5 
tt6vi4 bw/i4 “ 
whmQJ8Nw3i1j5 scsy6” 
x7m WoExaixo6gu4 
]x6rqx3i1j5 n6r5tK5 
bw/6 n8qi3u4 vt6hwi6, 
vNbu kNv6v6g5 
WoEx4nq5. whmQJ8Nw3i1j5 
X3Nsbso6g6 ]rNs/i4 
$350uox8i4 xgw8ND6t5tK6 
mun3i1j5.

m0p #!, 1998u kNv6v6g5 
mun3i1j5 tudtz5 
n6rbsK6. srsk5 
fok5 xg3ix6g6 $350uox8 
munst kNv6gk5 xgZ4n6 
vmQx3mA. WQxDi m0p 31, 
1999u m0p 31, 2009j5. 

xg6ymJ6 • The Past
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address the intergenerational legacy of 
physical and sexual abuse in Canada’s 
Indian residential school system.
To sustain the healing work once 
the Aboriginal Healing Foundation 
is gone, the Legacy of Hope 
Foundation was created in 2001 by 
the Aboriginal Healing Foundation’s 
Board of Directors. The Legacy 
of Hope Foundation works in 
conjunction with, and will build 
on the successes of, the Aboriginal 
Healing Foundation, eventually 
taking over its work completely.

Their vision is one in which those 
affected by the legacy of physical 
abuse and sexual abuse experienced 
in the residential school system have 
addressed the effects of unresolved 
trauma in meaningful terms, have 
broken the cycle of abuse, and 
have enhanced their capacity as 
individuals, families, communities 
and nations to sustain their well-
being and that of future generations.

The incomplete nature of school 
records makes it impossible to say 
precisely how many children attended 
residential school throughout 
the entire span of the system. 
However, it is clear that the system’s 
intergenerational effects have been 
felt beyond the attendance role.
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vWs ?o x9M5 wo8ix3Fz5, 1895, vNbu w5b3in5  
x0pdtq5 PA-182246
Qu’Appelle Indian Industrial School, 1895, Library and Archives Canada, PA-182246 16 17

Js8 1999u5 WQx6Lt4 
kNv6g5 tudtq8k5 
mun3i1j5 ]rNs/i4 g4yC6gi4 
gisCwoMs6S5. WoExq5 
g4yC6g5 wo8ix6gFi3k5, 
ra]?q8k5 kNoq8k5 
mun3i1j5 WoExv6gk5 
gC6gi4 wvJ6Lt4. 
]x8i6y6bs?1if5, 
dkJ3ix6bsif5 xixt5tJ5 
]x6rAtys6g5 wvJ6Lq5. 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 
g8zFs9lt4 WoEx5 gC6g5. 

kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtz5 k6v6X5, 
ra9o6t4nq5 tusJ5 
n6rbsJ5 iEs3i1j5 
WoExv6g5 t]u5 n6rbso6S5 
2001u. kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtQ5b vtmpq8i5 
n6rb6. kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtQ5b WoExE/q8i4 
wNQstix6g5. 

]b4fx wNQo6g5 
vtmp]bn5 whmv6S5 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 
]x8i6yxai3j5 
dkJ1ix6bsi3j5 
]W/Exv6bu1i4, 
WoExEQx6bu1i4 WoEdj5. 
x7ml w]kyEoDi0J4 
]x6rQxdj5
W/E5g3ix6g6. rNsi3u1i4, 
wM]Q5, kN]o5, x7m w]ktc]Q5 
x8Nsmo9lt4, yKi4nu1i5 
ra]?u1k5 X3N5tx3ixmb, 
xixt5ti3u4 xgExcClx6S5. 

wo8ixDtF]i5 
tt6vq5 wM]flx6g5 
NlNstQ?z c6y5 kb6v5 
wo8ixEx6XMsExq5. srs5 
sk6g5 wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 
W9lq5 NlNlx6S6. ryxi 
cspmo6SA5 kNv6v6g5 
w]kyq5 s9lu xzJ6]vq8k5 
xbJ5 ]x6r4Qx4v8iExv6g5. 
wvJ6bs/Exv6g5 ho sk6S5. 



kN8ax6 wo8ix3Fsif5 wiq5 
Map of Residential Schools
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Yukon Territory



 kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuq5 n6rbsK6 
 The Aboriginal Healing Foundation is Established 
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1994u x9M5 vg0pct]Q4fq5 
gnZ5ni4 n6r5tK5 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 scsys9lt4, 
gnC4n6 bw/, iWc8q8i6 
k6vstQMK5 : si4]v6g5 x9M5 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 ck6 
x4g6bsymi1u1i4 wo8ix3F1u.

1986u 1994j5  g4yx3]F5 muxo6S5 
xg3i9l4ym/
u1k5 kb6vk5 
wo8ix6gk5 
vmQ/u1k5.

/kxE &, 1998u 
wkoEpgv4f8k5 uiybsJ6 /
w8 y]gx5 tt6vi4 n6r5to6S6 
“whmQJ8Nwc5bsti1j5 WQxDt “ 
bw/6 whmQJ8Nw3i1j5 scsy6, 
vNbu kNv6v6g5 X3Nstz5. 

vNbs2 Z?m4fq5 n6r5to6S5 
mun3i1j5 xgxZ4ni4 

$350uox8i4 kNv6v6gk5 
xbsyx9li xg3ix6g3u4. 
kNo1k5 kNv6v6gk5 
wo8ixEx6ym9lt4 
]x8i6yxa?Ms6gk5 x7m 
dkJ3ix6bs?Ms6gk5 munst4n6.

1998u kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtz5 n6r2S6 vtmpv6g6 
!&i4. tusiz moZ4f5 
]x6r4bsJ6, WoExz ]rNs/i4 
]b4fiz xsM5tix6Li srsk5 

11k5, k6vFo4 m0p 31, 2009u. 

In 1994, the Assembly of First 
Nations released a report on 
residential school entitled Breaking 
the Silence: An Interpretive Study 
of Residential School Impact and 
Healing as Interpreted by the Stories 
of First Nation Individuals.

1986-1994  Churches issue 
apologies for their roles 
in residential schools.

On 7 January 1998, then Minister 
of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development Honourable Jane 
Stewart issued a Statement of 
Reconciliation and unveiled 
Gathering Strength—Canada’s 
Aboriginal Action Plan. 

The federal government 
announced a one-time grant of 
$350 million to establish a fund 
for community-based healing of 
the physical and sexual abuses that 
occurred in residential schools.

In 1998, the Aboriginal Healing 
Foundation with a 17-member 
board of directors was incorporated 
to administer this Healing 
Fund under an 11-year mandate 
ending 31 March 2009.

s9l5 w6vsm/Ex]o5: kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tuq5b WoExq5 

m0p 31, 1998 kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tuq5 6r2S5 

tyWE 4, 1998 ttC6bsymJ6 g4yCst5 g8zFz5 n6rb6 
x7m g4yCst xgw8Nso6S5 

m0p 24-26, 1999 vtmpq5 vtQs6S5 x7m g4yCsti4 
eu3Dx6S5 xq6S5

Jx8 23, 1999 g4yCst 35 xq6bsQx6S5 gnDt4f5 
scs]y5

F=KxE 28, 2003 g4yCs]t5 k6vFz mgJ6

s4]g=? 5, 2003 rNs/5 bm3u4 xg3F4nsbso6S5  
$425 uox8.

F=KxE 23, 2005 $40uox8i4 wM/sK6 ]rNs/5 srs8k5 
m3Dwk5 xg3ix6g6

/kxE 2006 rA9o6X6 si4]v6 n6rbsK6

m0p 2007 kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tuz5b ]rNs/k5 
gisC3wiz k6v6S6

ytWE 2008 kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tuz5b k6v3Fx

m0p 31, 2009 srs5 !! n6rbx3iz tus2 ka2S6
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kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuq5b gC6bz 
Mission of the AHF
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Key Dates: Aboriginal Healing Foundation

March 31, 1998 AHF Incorporated

December 4, 1998 Launch of first Program Handbook and  
Call for Proposals

March 24-26, 1999 Board meets & approves first round of projects

June 23, 1999 First 35 grants announced

February 28, 2003 Final deadline for funding applications

October 5, 2003 Healing Fund is fully committed  
($425 million)

February 23, 2005 $40 million announced for 2-year extension  
of AHF

January 2006 Publication of Final Report

March 2007 All AHF project funding ends

September 2008 AHF will close its doors

March 31, 2009 11-year mandate ends

kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtz5 
kNv6v6gi4 wvJ6hwix6g6 

wo8ixEx6XMs6gi4 
]x8i6bsifi4 x7ml 

dkJ3ix6bs?Ms6gi4 
mun3iq8k5, munst5 WoE0Jt5 

nN/siq5, xgo6bsiq8k5 
x4g6bsymJk5 x7m ra]?q8k5 

]x6rQxDt4ni4 WoExv6g5.

The AHF’s mission is to encourage 
and support Aboriginal people in 
building and reinforcing sustainable 
healing processes that address 
the legacy of physical abuse and 
sexual abuse in the residential 
school system, including the 
intergenerational impacts. 

x0posEp: /wW jCx8, 1930, vNbu w5b3in5  
x0pdtq5 PA-102086
Photographer: J.F. Moran, 1930, Library and Archives Canada, PA-10208618 19



kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuq5b WoExk5 mozz5  
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]x8i6y6bs?1i6 x7m 
dkJ1ix6bs?1i6 k6viq5

x8Nsm5txD8N3i6  

w]kyEo3lA

x8N4X9oxi6 
NlN8q5gu4 

wvJ6bs/Ex6g5  
x7ml wvJ6]t5 mun6]t5 

WoEct]Q8i3j5 
ci[o?9oxo6S5 

fry?9oxo6S5 
W0Jti4 x7ml 
s0pE?9oxo6S5

xg3if5 W0J]t5 

NlND8i6X9oxo6S5 

w7u1i4 sWQo6g5 

x8iEo6g5 

wo5t]?9o6S5 
WJ8N6y?9oxo6g5

wv]Jt5, cspnst5 
x7m bwAzw5 

wv]Jt5 s0pEo6bq5 
xgD8N6y/q5 

yKi4nj5 
X3N4X9oxJ8N3i6n6 

mun3i6 
x6ftQ9lA

xixt5tJi 

mun6gi wMsi6 

vtmJi 
wo8ix6gi 
wMsi6

wo8ixDt5 
wo8ix6b4n5 
n6rbsJ5 

xgw8NsJ9]l8]i5

w]ky3j5 
b]m8k5 xg6g5 
wo8ixDt5 
n6r5g5 

wo8ix6gi 
wMsi6 

wo8ixDt5 
cspn6bsif5 

wv]Jt5 
xgw8NsJ5 
WJmJk5 

yKi4nj5  
X3Nst5 
]x6rQxDt5 
n6rbsJ5 

mun6g5 wvJ6bsJ5, 
munDmJk5 X3Nst5, wi4n5, 
g8zN3i5 WFc5tx3li 

n6rbsJ5 

WoExa/Exv6gi x7m 
xgExg6gi mun3i1u 

NlNw6yi6 

w6vsmi6 
wvJ6bs9li 
WoEx6 

wo8ix3Dt4f5 mun3i4f5 
Wo7m4n3i6 W?9o6S6 

cspnwJi wMsi6, 
WoEx4ni4 eu3Dxcbsi6 
x7m wo8ixDt4ni4 

WoEcbsi6 

w]kysix6gj5  
gC5txChx3i6 sXZh4bu1k5 

h4vJu 
]x6rst5 

NlN8q5g5 

wMsi6 
W?9oxi6

WoExaJ5 

kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtz5 eMu n6r/6g6 W9lA WoExaJ5 ck6 w]kysix6gj5 ]x6rAbs?[oExq5 NlN6S5, 
]b4fkz Wi3l4bsifk5 ]x8i6yx4f5 x7ml kox3i3j5 kbCst9lq5. ryxi NlN6]fpK6 s9lu kNv6v6g5 w]kyq8k5 
x4gwymJ5, w7u]i6X4g5, ta/s?4g5 x7m kbCq8i4 x6n6bs?4g5 whmQ9lq5. xixt5t0Jti4 munsti4 kNv6v6gk5 
WoE0J]t5 nN/s?9oxJ5 xg6X9oxJ5 n6r3X9ox/q5, cspn6bq5 x7m WoE0]Jt5 xvsK5, xgw8ND8N3ix6g5. 
WoExEymo6bq5 g8zFslt4 WoEx5 WQx4v8iD8N6S5, mun3i4f5 xixt5ti4f5. 
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 The Aboriginal Healing Foundation Logic Model 
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broken cycle of physical  
and sexual abuse sustainable well-being

enhanced 
healing

increased positive ties 
between those in need  

and healers/helpers

increased 
understanding  
and awareness

more  
documented 

history  
increased honour

increased capacity 
knowledge and  
skill to address  
needs/issues

increased  
awareness/use  

of research/ 
resource material

more strategic 
planning with a 

focus on 
healing

participation in 
healing

participation in 
conferences 

and gatherings

educational and 
training curricula 

developed or  
offered

historical 
materials 
developed

participation 
in 

training

distribution 
and use of 

research and 
resource 
material

strategic plans 
produced

support healing efforts, 
build, reinforce conditions 

conducive to healing

promote awareness 
and understanding of 

needs and issues

support 
remembrance

develop and enhance 
capacity

engage in research, 
support needs  

assessments and 
project design

Long-term 
Goals

Short-term 
Outcomes

Outputs

Activities

 The time frame for AHF program and evaluation activity has been too short to measure long-term impact on sexual 
abuse, physical abuse, suicide, incarceration and children in care. However, AHF has gathered valuable information on 
the nature and impact of Aboriginal healing activities. This information can provide the basis for longer-term research.
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kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuq5b ]rNs/q5
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kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtq5b ]rNs/5 gisC6ym/

q5 

m0p 31, 2005j5 trPLA;

]1,346i4 xq6ymJ6 
rNs/5 kNo1k5 
gisC6bsymJ5 sfx 
xrv6g5 $377,745,857 
G]rNs/k5 cspn6ti5 
cspn6bsif5H.b4fxo 
$40uox8i4 ]rNs/i4 
wMym8q5g5, gi/
sn6gi4 F=KxE  
2005u. gi/sn6g5 
,xg3ix6g5 (!k5 
WoExa4v8iD8N6gk5 
srs8k5 m3Dwk5, 
k6v3ix6g5 m0p 31, 
2007u. 

kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tudtq5 wm8Nwos6gi4 
]rNs/k5 wvJ6ymK5: 

xixt5ti6 mun3i6

xixt5tJ5 mun6g5 WoE0Jtv6Lt4 c9l]N5 x7m 
kNv6v6g5 W6fyq8i4 WoE0Jtq8i4. xixt5tJ5 kN]]o5, 
wkw5, wM]Q5; WoExq5 wkoEp4f5 wkoE0Jyq8i4 
xgExv6gi4 xg6g5 x7ml kNo1k5 ]x6r4ymQx6gi4 
WoExv6g5.

k6v6t5tQx3i6 
xg9l4bsJi4 x7m 
gryt5tQx3i6 

wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 W6fyFiq8i4 xg6ym/Fiq8i4 
gryt5tQx3i6, wvJ6bs/Exv6gi4 wob6yJ8N6yQx3i6, 
x7m x5b3N6g5 xg6bsJ8N6g5 wvJ6bs/Exv6gi5 
s0p5txExv6g5 wo8ix3li0J4, x4g6bsymJ9l wo6fyq5 
wobEJ8N3lq5. wvJ6bsJ8N3ix3mb.

vtmt5ti6
vtmJi w8Nw5 scEx6g6g5, cspmJ5 , wo8ix6g5 
kNo1i5 x0p]Q8q5gi5.

yK]?5t1i4 gryQx3i6 
sWAh1i6

w6vsmi6 wob6yi6, wM]Qi4 gryi6, x7m xyq5 
w6vsmN6g5. dFxN6gi4 w6bsmi6

wo8ix6t5ti6
xixt5tp4ni4 mun6t4ni4 wo8ix6t5ti6  x7m 
wo8ixDbsix6gi4 nNi6 ]x6r4hwi6. WoEpsix6g5 
xJ8q5bExv6g5 WoE0JtcExv6g5 W9lq5.

grysmi6 cspmi6 
xg6ymJi4

cspnwJ5 WoE0Jbsix6gi4 xixt5tJk5  wkoEJk5 
x7ml wo8ixDt4nos3i6

kN]o5 ck6 

wvJ6bsQxv6X5 cspnwi6 kN]o5 ck6 wvJ6bsQxcExq8i4 

WoE0Jt5 nN/siq5 

x7m X3N4bsiq5 
kNo1i WQxon6g5 xixt5ti3j5 wvJ6bsJ5, xyq8i4 
WoE8q5g5 WQxon6g5.

hF]Nrt x9M5 wo8ix3Fz5,  1929,  vNbu w5b3in5  
x0pdtq5 PA-185530  
Shubenacadie Indian Residential School, 1929, Library and Archives Canada, PA-185530
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AHF Funding
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As of  
31 March 2005:

1,346 contribution 
agreements have been 
signed for a total of 
$377,745,857 (audited). 
These figures do not 
include the $40 million 
allocated to the AHF in 
February 2005, which 
extended 91 projects for 
a 2-year period ending 
March 31, 2007.

AHF has funded the following types of projects:

Healing Services

provide direct healing services through either 
traditional or Western approaches; focussed 
either on the community, family or individual; 
and meet the ethical standards of therapeutic 
care and community-based healing

Prevention/
Awareness

activities aimed at raising awareness of the 
Legacy, early detection and prevention of the 
effects of abuse

Conference gatherings that include speakers, sessions and 
participants from a wide geographic area

Honouring History memorials, genealogy and other projects 
related to remembrance

Training

providing instruction or specialized 
education for potential healers and 
curriculum development to build sustainable 
capacity for the healing process

Knowledge-Building research in program design and capacity 
building

Needs Assessment assessing the healing needs of the community

Project Design  
and Setup 

projects that only address start-up and have 
not initiated the provision of other services

hF]Nrt x9M5 wo8ix3Fz5,  1929,  vNbu w5b3in5  
x0pdtq5 PA-185530  
Shubenacadie Indian Residential School, 1929, Library and Archives Canada, PA-185530
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]rNs/5 kjx6X9ox?5 rN4f8k5* 
The Distribution of the Healing Fund* 

bm3u4 – 29Sn8 
wkw5 –  5Sn8
x9MZJ5 –  5Sn8
x9M5 – 59Sn8

59Sn8: xixt5ti6 munwi6 GwkoEi6, xixt5ti6, kNu 
W6fysJi4 xg6Lt4 mun6g5H

15Sn8: xg5tx3i6 x5b8q8q5gu x7m s0pEQx3i6 Geu3Dx5 
wvJD]t5, wo8ixDt5, wo8ix5tb5 x4g6bsymiq8i4 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 wo6fyq8i4H.

9Sn8: wo8ix6t5ti6 gryQx6t5ti6 Gwo8ixEx6tbs?Ms6g5 
xg6ym/q8i4, W6fyEMs6bq8i4 x7m s9luj5 ck6 
x4g6bsymiq8i4 gryQx3i6H. 

7Sn8: wo8ix6t5ti6 Gwo8ix6t5tJ5 mun6t4ni4, wkoEJk5
xixt5tJk5 xg6bsM5H.

3Sn8: cspni6 kNv6g5 ck6 wvJ6bsQxciq8i4, 
wo8ixDt4ni4, WoE0Jt4ni4 nNixo6g5 eu3Dx6v6S5 kN]o5 
ckw5]giq5 x7m ck6 wvJ6bs/Exv6X5. ]rNs/5 @Snz 
cspnwi3j5 xg6S6. 

x8tsoJ: 291 gi/sJ5, 21.6 Sn8
Koty vM7Fx: 248 gi/sJ5, 18.4 Sn8
]xKb: 152 gi/sJ5, 11.3 Sn8
nyv5hx5: 238 gi/sJ5, 17.7 Sn8
]mg=?: 168 gi/sJ5, 12.5 Sn8
fwX1: 81 gi/sJ5, 6 Sn8
iq3u kNv6g5: 52 gi/sJ5, 3.9 Sn8
]Jvx: $) gi/sJ5 3Sn8
kN5yx6: 35 gi/sJ5, 2.6 Sn8
kNK5: 23 gi/sJ5, 1.7 Sn8
kNF4 x7m kN5ysK5: 12 gi/sK5, 0.9 Sn8.
vNbom3j5 gC6g5 gi/sJ5: 6 g4yCst5, 0.4 Sm9 

*gisC6nsif5 Sn8q5 W9Mb6g5 ciq]Mz8k5 ]x6rQx6ymK5 

All groups – 29% 
Inuit – 5%
Métis – 5% 
First Nations – 59%

59%: direct healing services (e.g. therapy, counselling, on-the-land culture- 
based activities)

15%: prevention and awareness (includes books, workshops, and education 
on awareness of the legacy of residential schools and the prevention of lateral 
violence and abuse in all its forms)

9%: knowledge building (history and impact of the residential  
school system)

7%: training (e.g. training of healers, an essential component  
of healing)

3%: needs assessment, followed by project design support and conferences, 
which received 2% respectively of the fund

Ontario: 291 grants or 21.6% of grants
British Columbia: 248 grants or 18.4% of grants
Alberta: 152 grants or 11.3% of total
Saskatchewan: 238 grants or 17.7% of grants
Manitoba: 168 grants or 12.5% of grants
Quebec: 81 grants or 6% of grants
Atlantic Region: 52 grants or 3.9% of grants
Yukon: 40 grants or 3% of grants
NWT: 35 grants or 2.6% of grants
Nunavut: 23 grants or 1.7% of grants
Nunavik and Labrador: 12 grants or 0.9% of grants
Projects with a National scope: 6 grants or 0.4% of grants

*sums have been rounded to the nearest percentage
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]rNs/5 xq6bsymJ5 Js8 1999u5 m0p 2005j5  

Approved Grants: June 1999 to March 2005 

b6n5 hNsixq5
rNs/5 gi/sJ5
kNw5 r[oq5

srs6b6g3i kNw5 r[oq5
srs6b6gu kNw5 

xF4g6ymiq5
xsKb

K3otyvM]]7Fx 
]mi]g? 

is KM}9ys4 
is ?s8]M8 
kN5yx6

}k? ydyx 
kNK5

]x8txEs 
SE8{ w5K5 xwM8 

fXw4 
nyx5hx8

J]v8 txE]gE
 

LEGEND
Grant

AHF BOUNDARIES
Adjusted North line

PROVINCES & TERRITORIES
Alberta
British Columbia
Manitoba
New Brunswick
Newfoundland
Northwest Territories
Nova Scotia
Nunavut
Ontario
Prince Edward Island
Quebec
Saskatchewan
Yukon Territory 
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s9lu xg6g5
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b8N sk3iq8k5 No6v6 
W/symJ6 wkoEpgv4f5 
1998u cspQx3ifq8i5. W/
symJ6 vNbu kNv6g5 

]Nn6bst9lq5 1991u. 1991u 
whmNMs6S6 105,000u5 
107,000 j5 kNv6v6g5 
wo8ixEx6tbs?1if5 ho 
w]kJ5. 

1991u cspnst mo[lA sfx 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 XnQ/sK5, 
w]kJ5. 

-x9M5 80Sn8 **
-x9MzJ5 9Sn8 **
-wkw5 5Sn8 **
-kNv6v6ggcs8q5g5 6Sn8 **

• wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 ra]?q5 
wM]Q5 287,350AK5 * Gx9M5 
kNq8i x7m xyq8iH +

• bm3u4 x4g6bsymJ5 wm8N 
sk3icChQ/sK5 373,350

• rNs/i4 gi/symJ5 wm8N 
sk6tQJi4 wMs=FsymK5 

  204,564 ***, 33Sn8  mun3i1u 
wMsymJ5 xyxA5 yK9o3u.

• 49,095*** wMsymJ5 wkw5 
wo8ix6gi ]b4fNz5 ]rNs/i4 
gi/sy

*]Nnst5 mo4g5 cspn6bsifi4 
x9M5 wo8ixEx6tbs?Ms6g5 
vNbu ]x6rst4nq8i4 w6v6gwFs2 
yM]bA5 eu3Dx6t9lq5, vNbu 
kNv6g5 ]Nn6bst9lq5 1991u W/
sif5. 

** ]Nnst5 mo4g5 x9M5 
wo8ixEx6tbs?Ms6g5 
cspn6bsiq8i4 G1998H n6rb6 
wkoEpgv4f5 cspn6tq8i5
vtmpCMi5.

*** kNv6v6ggcw5 
cspn6bsifq8i5 ]Nnst5 mo4g5 
csp]]naifi5 2000, 2002 x7m 
2004u , cspn6b5 kNv6v6ggcw5 
mun3i1j5 tudtq8i5.

wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 *^,)))AiC6bsK5 s9lu w]kJ5.

x0pos6t: vNts, 2003 
Photographer: Kanatiio, 2003
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The Present
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This figure is an estimate based 
on a 1998 Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development 
analysis of data from the 1991 
Aboriginal Peoples’ Survey 
(Statistics Canada). In 1991, it 
was estimated that approximately 
105,000 to 107,000 Aboriginal 
people were alive who had 
attended residential school.
 
Based on an analysis of the 1991 
Aboriginal Peoples Survey data on 
surviving residential school attendees:

- First Nations – 80%**
- Métis – 9%**
- Inuit – 5%**
- non-status – 6%**

•  Approximately 287,350* 
intergenerationally impacted 
(on- and off- reserve) 

•  Total conservative 
estimate of Survivors and 
the intergenerationally 
impacted is 373,350

•  Estimated 204,564*** 
participants in AHF-funded 
healing projects - only 33% 
engaged in prior healing activity

•  Estimated 49,095*** participants 
in AHF-funded training projects

*Extrapolated figures based on information 
from the Indian Residential Schools 
Resolution Canada’s (IRS) analysis of 
the Aboriginal Peoples Survey 1991.

** Extrapolated figures from 
Indian Residential Schools (IRS) 
Data Project (1998) prepared by 
DIAND IRS Data Task Group. 

*** Extrapolated figures based 
on information from 2000, 2002 
and 2004 AHF surveys.

Approximately 86,000 Survivors of  
residential school are alive today.  

x0pos6t: vNts, 2004 
Photographer: Kanatiio, 2004
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❖  36 months is a minimum 
time to move through needs 
identification, outreach and 
initiation of therapeutic healing

❖  36 months was selected as the 
minimum time because this 
was considered the longest 
duration of funded organizations 
since AHF’s initial granting 
period at the time of analysis

❖  Less than 1/3 of all projects 
received AHF funding for 
36 months or longer. Of 
209 respondents in the 
3rd national survey, 67 or 
32% received funding for 
more than 36 months

❖  34% used initial funding 
for awareness, knowledge 
building or training 

❖  8.9% applied for funding 
for awareness, knowledge 
building or training before 
initiating healing services

❖  42.9% of longer-term projects 
were funded for outreach 
and training in advance or in 
support of therapeutic healing

❖  Less than 1/3 of funded 
organizations had support 
for a sufficient period to 
train before delivering 
therapeutic programming

❖  13.5% were certain their 
efforts were reaching 
those in greatest need

❖  69% were probably reaching 
those in greatest need, but 
their efforts could be better

❖ b6]r5 36 xg6bs?4S5 
rM7us]Ma9li kN]o5 
ck6 w]kyoEix6g5 
WoE/Exciq5 
cspn6bsiq8k5, 
xixt5tix6g5 x7m 
wkoEix6g5

❖ b6]r5 36 xg6bsN/
6g5 rM7usMu 
]rNs/5 xq6bs5b6g5 
xfisME7m0J4 
WoEx4nq8k5, b8N 
cspnwi6 xg6t9lA 

wo6fysJ6 W0JtQ9lA 
xfisMAiC6bsK6  

❖ xq6bsJ5 N2Xq5b 
xqiq5 1/3 
WoExv6S5 b6rk5 36k5 
s=?]l8]i5 xfisi6nu4. 
WzJQo6bzi cspn6bsJ5 
xq6bsymJ5 209 
WoEx4n5, 67q5 32Snq5 
xq6bsymJ5 WoExq5 36 
b6]r5 sz]bk5 xsM8ix6g5

]rNs/5 xg6bsymJ5 ck6 x4gwiv6X5
Impact of AHF Funding 
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x0pos6t: ?x2 mh 
Photographer: Bob Mesher
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❖  12.5% were probably or 
definitely not reaching those 
most affected by the Legacy

❖  5% were unsure

❖  Estimated 204,564* participants 
(55% of total target population of 
Survivors and intergenerationally 
impacted) received healing services

❖  Approximately 33% of 
participants have previously 
participated in a similar program, 
leaving 66% of participants 
who are engaged in addressing 
the legacy of residential school 
abuses for the first time

❖  In a typical month, over 21,148 
volunteer hours contributed 
to AHF projects. Assigning a 
conservative rate of $10/hour to 
volunteer service, then $211,482 

]rNs/5 xg6bsymJ5 ck6 x4gwiv6X5 
Impact of AHF Funding 
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❖ 34Sn8 xq6bsJ5 
s0po6X9oxi1j5 
gryQx3i1j5 wo8ix3i1j5 
xg6ymK5

❖ 8.9Sn8 g4yC6S5 
s0po6X9oxi1j5 
gryQx3i1j5 wo8ix3i1j5 
mun3i6 WQxMs8q8izi 
WQxDtv6vDm9lt4

❖ 42.9Sn8 xfisi6n6 
WoExv6g5 kNo1k5 
gC6gi4 WQxDti4 
wo8ixDti4 WoExv6S5, 
mun3i6 WQxMs8q8izi, 
wv]Jt4nk5 X3N4XQ6S5  

❖ xq6bsJ5 N2Xq5b 
xqiq5 1/3 
WoExv6g5 b6rk5 36k5 
s=?]l8]i5 xfisi6nu4 
wo8x6t5tMs6Lt4, 
WoEx4nu1i4 
WoExco6S5

❖ 13.5Sn8 WoExv6g5 
wvJ6bs/Exclx6gi4 
wvJ6hwNhQK5 

❖ 69Sn8 WoExv6g5 
whmv6S5 wvJ6bs/
Exc]Mi4 wcJ6S5 ryxi 
WoExq5 WQx4v8iD8N6S5, 
wvJ6bsQxv6gk5 

❖ 12.5Sn8 whmv6S5 
WoEJ5 wo8ixEx3ifi4 
wMq8i9l 
wcJExv6bu1i4 
WoEctclx8q5g5

❖ 5Sn8 WoEJ5 
wvJExv6bu1i4 
wo8ixEx6XMs6gi4 
wMq8k[l wvJEx4nu1i 
NlNJ5

x0pos6t: KM5 vgl
Photographer: Fred Cattroll28 29



❖ 204,564* wMsymK5 
mun6gi G%%Sn8 N2Xq5 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 x7m 
wMq5H

❖ 33Sn8 mun6g5 sv6ymK5 
mun3i1u x0pcnq8i 
wMsMs6ymiC6S5 , 66Sn8 
wMsQs3iC6S5 mun6gi 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 
WoExaiq8k5 gryQs6g5

❖ b6ru xbsy1u 
xro6h6bsNt4 
wvJ6ts?4g5 WoEps?4g5 

per month or $2,537,790 per 
year is provided by volunteers

❖  Approximately $9,480,874 has 
been contributed in co-funding 
to AHF-funded projects. An 
estimated $7,628,773 may have 
been secured in on-going funding. 
The estimated value of donated 
goods or services is $14,731,745

❖  56% of AHF-funded projects 
could not meet healing needs 
and 36% maintain a waiting list

❖  AHF-funded projects identify 
75,636* (37%) individuals 
having special needs (i.e., severe 
trauma including alcohol abuse, 
suicidal behaviour, etc.)

❖  An estimated $140,855,595* 
would be required to address 
project needs, including 
associated costs

*Extrapolated figures based on 
information from 2000, 2002 and 
2004 AHF national surveys.
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wc3Ci4 21,148i4 
WoE?4S5, xro6h6bs4Xb 
$10.00 wc3C6 xrc9lx6g6 
$211,482i4 b6rbm5. 
kNv6g5 wv]Jtz5 ]rNs/
s8q5g4f5, ]rNs/6g9li 
xecC/6g6 x3CAbm5 
$2,537,790i4

❖ g4yCst4f5 gisC6bsymJ5 
$9,480,874i4 N1ui6 
woyyms6S5 WoExk5 
tudtq5. $7,628,773i4 
xy5t1i5 gi/symJi4 
woyymK5 WoExk5. 
g4yCstk5 xq6bsJ5 

x0pdt, Qso XCg
Courtesy of Garry Paranteau
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woyymK5 ]rNs/
4f4, xro6h6bsNt4 
WoEx4f5 x7m nNDt4f5 
wm8N xrc9lx6gi4 
$!$,&#!,&$%i4

❖ 56Sn8 ]rNs/k5 
wvJ6bsJ5 kNv6v6g5 
mun3i1j5 tudtq8i5 
munwJ8N6yMs8q5g5 
s=?]l8]i5 36Sn8 
munwi1j5 sb6rJ5

❖ wkw5 75,636* G37Sn8H 
wvJ6bsJ5 kNv6v6g5 
mun3i1j5 tudtq8i5 
sfiz x]Jtvs6S5 
GkbCs9lt4 v2Wxhlx3if5, 
d4n9M4ymJ5, wuxl1j5 
xJo6g5, N1ui6 
gdno]ZJg5 wo6fyv6g5H

❖ WoExaQx6g5 
Wxi1ix6Xb ho ]rNs/i4 
$140,855,595i4* xgExv6SA5 
WoEx6 ]x6rsbsix6X5

*]Nnsat5 bwA6bsJ5 
kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtq5b cspn3ifq5 
srsE/5 2000, 2002 x7ml 
2004u. 
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 What the Projects Tell Us 
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• mun3i6 xixt5ti6 xfi 
w]ky3u xgExo4 

• mun3is2 W?9oxiz 
wk1k5 x0p]Q8q5g6 
xg]i6S5 wkw5 
]x6r4X9oxiq5 x7m 
xJ6yymiq5, W/3i1iq9l

• kN]o5 ]rNs/k5 
wvJ6bsymJ5 wm8N 
wo6fyv6S5 Ggry?9oxi6 
wo8ixEx6XMs6gi4, 
wvJ6tsJ8N6g5 
xsM5tpsJ8N6g5, x7ml 
c5y kNo1usb5 wMs?5 
,mun6gi.H:

-   20Sngw8N5 kN]o5 
mun3i1j5 WQxiv6S5.

-  65.9Sn8 kN]o5 ]rNs/
6b6ymJ5 wMw8Nq8i4 
WoExEJm/3u1i 
Wxi5yMs6S5 x7ml 
WoExEJm/q5 ho 
sk6S5

-  14.1Sn8 kN]o5 ]rNs/
6b6ymJ5 xuhi4 
WoExEJm/3u1i4 
Wxi4yMs6S5, x7ml ho 
WoEx4nu1i4 wMq8i4 

WoEJmJ5. 

•  Healing is a long-
term process

• Healing occurs in stages

•  Regarding impact of AHF-
funded healing activities 
in the communities (e.g., 
level of understanding and 
awareness of the Legacy, level 
of team capacity, number 
of participants in healing):
-  20% of the communities 

are just beginning their 
healing activities

-  65.9% of the communities 
accomplished a few goals, 
but much work remains

-  14.1% of the communities 
accomplished many goals, 
but some work remains

x0pos6t:  KM5 vgl 
Photographer: Fred Cattroll
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Community Healing Journey 
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N1ui6 gd/6g5
wM]Q5 

]x8i6yEc5bst?4g5 
xJo6ym/q5 
xg3i3lw5 

nWo3i6 

suicide
family violence

addiction
despair

x8Nsmi3j5 
w]ky6bEx3i6 

WQx6S6 

the journey 
begins

xbsy3j5  

gCEx6S5 

gathering 
momentum

gl6bstk5 tr2S5 
hitting the wall

xy0po3i6 
sfx xg6bslxD8i6S5 
w]ky3i, ]x8i6yEi6, 
dkJ1ix3i6, kb6v5 
wkoEp4f5 W/q5,  

N1uN6g5 gfn6g5, ta/sJ5 
x7m whmQJ8Nw3i6  

xg3i6nsi6S6 

transformation
reduced rates of  
physical & sexual  
abuse, children  

in care, suicide &  
incarceration, 
reconciliation

w]kyi ]x6rsmJ8N6y/z X3N4ym?]Q3i4f5 x7ml yKos6tsQxD8N6y9li

increased organizational & leadership support

w]kctui4 x7m tusJi4 WoEctcD8N6yJ6 

increased partnerships

xixt5tJi4 mun6gi4 xsM5tcbsJ8N6yJ6 

increased capacity to facilitate healing

wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 xg3ifq8i4 s0po6g6

increased awareness of Legacy

wk4 N1ui6 x8N4g6 

increased personal healing

wkw5 sk6y?8ixiq5 xixt5tJi mun6gi

increased # of individuals engaged in healing

yKi4nu4 
bsg8axi6 6 

Vision

wkw5 x8NsmJ5 

kN]o5 x8NsmJ5 

Healthy individuals
vibrant community
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WQx3i6 1: xixt5ti6 
mun3i6 WQx6S6 

•  NlNw6ymK5 kNv6g5 
X3N4ymo6g5 WoEJmj5 
x7m xgDm/u1i4 NlNw/
5tx6ymK5 x7ml mun3i6 
WbcExv6g6 NlND8i6g6, 
kNo1i5 xsMbsli 

WQx3i6 2: xixt5t3j5 
W?9oxo6g5

•  mun3i6 xixt5ti6 
W?9oxo6g6 wkw5 
N1ui4f5 xsMbq8i4 
x7ml kN]o5, xvsi6nu4 
w]kycExo6g5 bf4nsK5 
x7ml kNv6g5 iEso6g5 
Wsi6nu4 bf4nsK5

WQx3i6 3: xixt5t3j5 
W?9oxo6g5 xJ6y5b3iq5 

• WoEymo6g5 mun3i4f5 
ryxi k6v3Fv6gg5 
gl6bstk5 trbsK5

• WoEpsJ8N6g5 
wkoEpslt4 
wo8ix6ymo6S5 x7m 
kNv6g5 wo8ix6ymo6g5 
w6vNs/6b6g6S5

• nWD8i6g5 x7m iEso6g5 
m8N xJ6y5bo6S5 
nWo6bo6S5, mun3i6 

tusJk5 sX4bs?o6S6, 
kNo1i xglxD8i6Li 
x7ml mun6tsJ5 
wkoEpsJ5 bco6S5

• kNo1i w8Nsi6n5 
w]ky5tx?si6nu4 
xgExo6S5 

• Wi3k4bsif5 wp6ymJ5 
wMq5 scD8N6yK5 

• ]rNs/k5 W8ax3i6 Xt1i4, 
F1As3i6 WQx9M4S5, 
w]konstk5 xg9l1o6 
WQx9M4S6 x7ml m4f5g5 
WC/3iq5 Wqx9M4S5

WQx3i6 4: w]ky6 
xy0po6S6 

• kNo1i WoExaJk5 
mu8n3i6 wMosto6S6 
x7ml w]ky3j5

•  xJtsJk5 ]x6r4hwQx3i6 
xgD8i6S6, ]x6rsm0Jt4ni4 
WoExco6S5 tui4 
wvJ6bsF1i4, 
wvJ6bsJmJk5 
g5b3Fiso6S5

•  kNv6g5 xJ6nlx3iq5 
w4WQ/so6S5 x7m 
w6vNw/c8qlx6g5 
ck6]gDbso6S5, d=?Ex3i6 
eu3Dx6bso6S6. mun3i6 
WQxDbs9li w]ky6 ck6 
]x6rQxD8N6g6 whmQ/
so6S6 

 Stage One: The Journey Begins

•  Well-defined needs and high local 
demand for services catapults 
communities to act

Stage Two: Gathering Momentum

•  An increase in healing activity, 
both at the individual and 
organizational levels, an increase 
in healthy behaviours and a 
growing sense of hope in the 
community

Stage Three: Hitting the Wall

•  A great deal of progress has 
been made, but momentum is 
beginning to stall

•  Service capacity has grown and an 
increasing number of individuals 
have pursued education and 
training and are now employed

•  Hope and excitement often 
evident in the second stage has 
dulled, healing becomes more 
institutionalized and frontline 
workers are beginning to burn out

•  More of the community’s adults 
are pursuing healthy lifestyles

•  Previously undisclosed abuses 
may be brought forward

•  Gambling, prescription drug use 
and youth crime may arise

Stage Four: Transformation

•  Healing becomes more integrated 
with other community development 
initiatives

•  Focus shifts from fixing problems 
to transforming systems

•  Debilitating effects of poverty 
and unemployment on individual 
and community health become 
structural focal points, since 
healing from the Legacy by itself 
does not sustain well-being

 

x0pos6t:  E5h5 BxE1b8, 1947-1948,  
vNbu w5b3in5 x0pdtq5 PA-147049

Photographer: Richard Harrington, 1947-1948, Library and Archives Canada, PA-14704932 33



ck6 xixt5tJi mun6gi wMsymJ5 NlNw6X5
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57Sn8 mun6ymJ5 wo8ix6Lt4 
yKi4nEJm/q5 grb6ymK5 
xy0p6ymK5 sfiz 
]x6rQxDtv6Lt4 WQxo6S5.

tnm5 xy0po6gk5 xg6bsZJ]MaK5:

• w7u1i4 wo6fy3u1i4 
s0pEo6g6 

• w]kct]Q8i6 s0pEo6bz5 
]x6rQx6bz5 

• wo5tJ5 gryJ5 W0Jti4 
• w]ki3u1i4 tayQx6g5 
bhEx6g5 

WoEcbsJ5 w7u1i4 
bf6fti6nso6g5 sfx W9lq5

•  n8q4t2X9oCu4 
• N1ui6 bd6fti6nsoCu4 
• x8ism0Jti4 ]x6rsm0Jti4 
WoExv6ymoCu4, wi9M4vu4

57% of project participants tell us 
their goals changed over the course 
of attending AHF-funded activities.

The four most commonly-cited 
changes were:
•  improved self-awareness
•  relationships with others
•  knowledge
•  cultural reclamation

The majority of participants felt 
better about themselves because:
•  they found strength
•  they improved their self-esteem
•  they were able to work through 

their trauma

mun3i1j5 xg6bsJ6 

••  groy6g5 xg6ymJi4 WQxDtv6S5, gryi6. gryZu4 
xg6ymJi4, ck6 hCwifiq5 wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 
xg6ym/q8i4. cspo6S5 w]Mq5 x4g6bsymJ5, sfx 
xgExv6S5 x8N4t6gk5

••  Wi3l4bsif5 w]kyq5 v2WxN8q5gu 
x5b3N8q5g]u5bExv6S5 

••  hDbsif5 Wi3k4bsif5 WoExa/Exv6S5 xixt5ti4f5 

•  •w]ky3u4 k]bu Wsi6nu4 tayQxv6S5 yK7jxAt4nu4 
• mun3i6 xixt5ti6 xfisJu4 xgD8N6S6 x7ml 
xJw8]NElA W/Exv6S6 xg5txEx3la, ryxi 
wkg0Jt4ns8q5g6, wvJ6tcExv6S6 grjx4tu4 
scs0pQx6tu4 xg5tx3ixDi

THE HEALING JOURNEY

•  Begins with awareness, followed by an understanding of the 
impact of the residential school legacy on one’s self and one’s 
family

•  Requires that Survivors feel safe

•  Addresses trauma issues

•  Involves reclamation of healthy productive lives

•  Embarking on a healing journey takes considerable time and 
requires immense discipline, as well as continued support and 
guidance to establish stability

x0pos6t: KM5 vgl 
Photographer: Fred Cattroll
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]x8i6ymJ5 xixt5t9lt4 mun6Lt4 x6ftq5 
Survivor’s Healing Journey 
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x5b3N8q5gu 

wi9M4n3i6 

establishing  
safety

w6vsmi6 x7m 

]exJ8N6yi6 

remembrance  
and mourning

x6n6bsifi4 bh6yi6   
w]ky6 kb6 

reclamation  
new life way

w]ky3j5 
]x6rsmQx3i6 
WQx6S5  

the journey begins
wMw8NzA5 mu5g6 

partial recovery
x6ft4n6 xgExo4 

the long haul

xyui4 
wvJD8N6yJ6 

mun6gu4

capacity to  
heal others

k]bu4 w]ky3u4 xgEx3i6 x7m 

xy0pEx3i6

transformation and renewal

kN]o5 • Community

wM]]Q5 • Family

wo8ix3i6

learning

scs08pQx6tci6 x7m wvJ6tci6 

guidance and support

w]ky6 kb6

new lifestyle

s0po6X9oxi6 x7m 

gry?9oxi6 

awareness &  
understanding

N1ui6 
eu3DxD8N6yi6 

x7m cspmo3i6 

self-reflection 
/discovery wob6yi6 x7m 

Wq8axD8i3i6

recognition &  
acceptance

xJ3N6gu 

w]kycMsv8i6 

crisis

yKi4nu4 bsg8axi6 

Vision

34 35



xixt5tJi mun6gi wMsJ5 
Participation in Healing Activities 
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xixt5ti6 mun3i6 x67m sc9M4tb5  
healing/talking circles

xg6bsufi4 wo8ix6t5ti6 gryt5ti6 
Legacy education
wo8ix6g5 vtmJ5  

workshops
W6fy4f5 WoEJ5 bf6ftJ5 

ceremony
w8N6  
Elder

wvJ6bsi6 wkoE/si6 wkg9li 
one-on-one counselling

W6fygv4f5 w]konst5 
traditional medicine

vtmJ5 
conferences

w]k5txDhxDti4 x8Nsm0Jti4 wo5g6 
life skills

kNu wo8ix6tb5  
land-based activity

wvJ6bsF1u xJo6ymJk5 wvJ6bsJ6 
residential treatment

xzJ6]vai3j5 xJ8q8i6  
parenting skills

family counselling 
family counselling
xyxA5 w]kyoE0J]t5  

alternative
c9lN5 w]kyoE0Jtq5  

Western therapies

wvJ6bsJ5 b4fNz5 c5ysiq5 
# of participants using this service 

0 200 400 600 800 1000

36 37



xixt5tJi mun6gi wMsJ5 ck6 W?9o3iv6X5 

Effectiveness of Healing Activities 
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w8N6 
Elder

W6fy4f5 WoEJ5 bf6ftJ5 
 ceremony

wvJ6bsi6 wkoE/si6 wkg9li 
one-on-one counselling

xixt5ti6 mun3i6 x67m sc9M4tb5  
healing/talking circles
W6fygv4f5 w]konst5 

traditional medicine
wo8ix6g5 vtmJ5 

workshops
vtmJ5 

conferences
xg6bsufi4 wo8ix6t5ti6 gryt5ti6  

Legacy education
kNu wo8ix6tb5  

land-based activity
w]k5txDhxDti4 x8Nsm0Jti4 wo5g6 

life skills
wvJ6bsF1u xJo6ymJk5 wvJ6bsJ6 

residential treatment
xzJ6]vai3j5 xJ8q8i6  

parenting skills
WM}Q5 wvJ6bsJ5 mun3i4f5 

family counselling
xyxA5 w]kyoE0J]t5  

 alternative
c9lN5 w]kyoE0Jtq5  

Western therapies

wvJ6bsJ5 b4fNz5 c5ysiq5 xg3iCwJ5 w]ky3u1k5 
# of participants who rated services most effective 

0 10 20 30 40 7050 60
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yKi4n6 • The Future

x0pos6t: vNts, 2004 
Photographer: Kanatiio, 2004 38 39



yKi4n6 • The Future
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w]kyoE]p5 sv6ymZlx6S5 
kN]o5 mun3iq5 x8N4n3iq5 
srsk5 20k5 xgD8N6S6, 
kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtq5 whmv6S5 srs5 10 
WqxDt4ngw8N5 xgExv6S6, 
WQx6t5ti6 X3Nwi6, gX6nwi6, 
eu3Dx3i6 kNo1i4, ck6 
wo8ixEx6XMs6gi5 x4g6bsym?5.  

wkw5 x7m kN]o5 “xgw8NsoExq5 
xixt5ti1j5 mun3i1j5”
tr5bExv6S6 n6rcstQ0/x8q5g6, 
Wo7m4nExv6S6.  

WoExq5 xg5tx9lt4 
xs9M5tx3ix6Xb kN]o5 
WoE0Jti4 ]rNs/i4 N7m4gi4 
WcExv6S5, mun3i6 xg3ix6X5.
 
srs5 10 xgExv6S5 kN]o5 sfiz 
WoEix6Xb: 

• wk1i4 gryt5ti6 x7m 
wMsJmJi4 ei3i6 

• xg3i3l4ymJi4 uyx6g5 n[li3u4 
s0pEo3o5

• x5b3N8q5gu wic9o5 
xixt5tJ8N6yJ5 sam/so5 

• wMsJ5 xixt5tJi g8zh4tbso5 
wMstbs5tx3o5

xixt5tis2 mun3is2 
xfisiz xsM8iz sfNz5 
kcztbsJ8N6S6:

• kN]o5 xgw8N8q5g5 WQx3i1j5 
grysm8q8Nu4 wo8ix6XMs6g5 
W6fyq8i4

• wkw5 xgi xixt5ti1j5 ho 
]nQx8q5g5 WJ4y8q5g5

While informed practitioners 
suggest that community healing takes 
sustained effort for up to 20 years, 
AHF proposes that 10 years is 
the average period required for 
initiating, establishing and evaluating 
therapeutic healing from residential 
school trauma in a community or 
community of interest. 

It takes time for individuals and 
communities to reach the “readiness 
to heal” stage.

Stable funding is required for 
communities to engage in a 
continuum of healing.

10 years is needed for a community to:

•  reach out
•  dismantle denial
•  create safety
•  engage participants in therapeutic 

healing 

The progress and duration of 
healing is affected by:

•  level of community awareness
•  readiness to heal in individuals
•  availability of organizational 

infrastructure
•  access to skilled personnel

x0pos6t: KM5 vgl
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• tusJ5 wvJ6tsJ8N6g5 
Wbcs8q5g5

• wkoE]p5 mun6]t5 wo8ix6ymJ5 
Wbvs8q5g5

xW6fbsymJi5 ck6 xixt5ti6 
mun3i6 xg5tx3isJ8N6X: 

• kNv6v6ggcw5 wkoEpsJ5 
xsM5tps4Xb munwi1u4

• xfis4v8i6gu wkoEi6 
munwi6 xg6bs4X5 

kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtq5b 
wvJ6hwiq5 sfNi: 

• kN]o5 tudtq5 WoEctv6Xb 
]x8ix6goEp4f8i4

• ]x8ix6goEp4f5 
WoExE8qbq8i4 rrbsymJi4 
WoEi6 kNo1i 

• wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 x7m wMq5 
wMstbsJ5 yK9ostbsJ5 
WoExk5 xixt5ti4f5 mun3i4f5

Responses to surveys indicate 
healing goals are achieved best 
through:

•  services by Aboriginal practitioners 
•  longer involvement in counselling 

and therapeutic activities

AHF-funded projects play a pivotal 
role in:

•  partnerships between community 
and health service agencies

•  identifying and filling gaps in 
community-based health services

•  engaging Survivors of residential 
school and those intergenerationally 
impacted by the Legacy

xixt5ti6 mun3i6 xg6ymJ6: xg6bsymJ5 gn6bs/Exv6g5 scsysJ5 Nw5g9lq5  A Healing Journey: Final Report Summary Points
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xixt5tis2 mun3is2 xrq5 

The Costs of Healing in Perspective 

srsE/5 1877u5 1965j5 
xg6t9lq5 wo8ix3]F5 
x7m wo8ix6gk5 gJ3u]F5 
xrv6ymK5 vNbs2 Z?m4fgq8k  
$!,%)$,@@%,!@@i4 xsMbsiq5. 
wkoEpgv4f5 tt6vdtq8i5 
b8N W/6 srsE/5 1877u 
1965j5 xsM5tt9lq5 
xg6ymJ6. ryxi c5ygExq5 
x3CAbm5 NlNw6ym8q2S5 
xsM8iq5b xrq5.  

vNbu moZoEp4f5 
vtmpCMq5b ]rNs/k5 
xg9lx6gk5 xg6gFisNhQ/
z5 G2003uH srs6 xbsy6 
kbCs2 h4foxa]J2 
wcJ6bsizk5 vNbu wm8N, 
wo8ixEx6XMs6ymJ5 x7m 
ra]?q5b wvJ6bsiq5 
$440uox8i4 x3CAbm5 
Gta/sJ5, wkoEp4f5 
WoExq5, wo8ix3i6 x7m 
]x8ix6goEi4f5H.
 
cspn6bsif5 x9M5 
WoExq5 kNu1i bw/5 
Bxl sxb wlw5gu4 munwi6 
NlNw6yymK6 munwi6 
tay8q9li WC/4gi4 
xrr8i6n6 ta/symJi5. 
x7ml mun6ymJ5 WC/3i1j5 
st6b8q8i6nsK5. ta/symJi6 
munzDi xrv6S6  s9l6 
xbsy6 $2.00, ta/symAi 
xrcC/6g6 $6.00u5 $16.00j5 
s9l6 xbsy6.

Between 1877-1965, the federal 
government spent an estimated 
$1,504,225,122 to maintain 
residential schools.  This estimate 
is extrapolated from an analysis of 
INAC records from 1877-1965. 
However, no annual breakdowns were 
available for the period 1877-1909.

By applying the Law Commission 
of Canada’s economic model (2003) 
on the annual cost of child abuse 
to Canadian society, Survivors 

of residential school and those 
intergenerationally impacted cost 
Canada $440 million per year (i.e., 
costs of incarceration, social services, 
special education and health).

A study of Hollow Water’s 
Community Holistic Circle Healing 
(CHCH) indicates that funding 
of healing as an alternative to 
incarceration is cost-effective and 
lowers recidivism rates.  Holding the 
cost of the prison system constant, 
for every $2 spent on an individual 

in the CHCH program, federal and 
provincial governments save $6 to $16 
in incarceration costs. 
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Investment in Healing 
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• ]m8NsJ6 kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tuftq5 ]rNs/i4 xq6X4S5 
xg6bsix6gi4 x3CAmb5 
kNo1i5 $65-68uox8i4

• kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtq5b WoExq5 ]rNs/5 
xg6bsiq5 k6v3ix6S5 m0p 
31, 2007u

• kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtq5b WoExq5 
k6v3ix6S5 mglt4 WoExk5 
ytWE 2008u

• ]rNs/5 taux6bK5 bm3u4 
xg6bsJ4n5 kNo1i5, 
kNo1i5 xg6bsix6g5 ryxi 
Z?m4f8k5 x7m kNv6gk5 
scw8N6SA5 mun3i6 
k6vFc8q5g6, xfi xgExo4 
x7m nN3Dti4 w6vNw/6ti4 
]Nm/Exo4  

•   rNs/5 wM/siq5 
F=KxE 2005u $40uox8i4 
WoExk5 91k5 k6vFq8i4 
ra?Ex6t5tK6 ryxi 
kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtz5 k6vw8NExv6g6

•  Currently, AHF expends  
$65-68 million per year on 
projects

•  AHf funding will conclude 
31 March 2007

•  AHF will close its doors in 
September 2008

•  Although we have committed our 
funds, we continue to deliver the 
message to government and to the 
Canadian public that healing is a 
long-term effort requiring long-
term planning and resources

•  The announcement of $40 million 
in the February 2005 budget 
extends the life of 91 projects, but 
does not extend the AHF wind-
down schedule

k]bu4 munwi1j5 ]rNs/i4 n6r5tJ5  

•  k]bi4 mun3i1j5 xg6g4ni4 n6r5tK5 $600uox8i4 
xg3ix6g5 srsk5 30k5 

• ]rNs/5 xr5g6X9oxJ5 x3CAbm5 mo[li @.%Sn8u4 x7ml 
WD6yx5 x3CAbm5 w3is6g5 5Sn8u4, $28.4 uox8 x3CAbm5 
xg6bsJ8N3ix6S5 kNo1i mun6gi

• srs5 30 xgxi4Xb kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtq5 ] 
rNs/i4 WD6yymN/6S5 $1.2 Fx8i4 x3CAbm5, kN]o5 
xgZ4nq8i4 xixt5ti1j5 mun3i1j5

A NEW HEALING FUND

•  An endowment of $600 million will support a 30-year healing 
strategy

•  $28.4 million per year will be available for community-based 
projects, based on a 2.5% inflation rate and 5% return on 
investment

•  By year 30, the AHF will have invested $1.2 billion in 
community-based healing
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kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuq5b ]xgod/q5 
AHF Recommends 
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vNbs2 Z?m4fq5 tos6bsK5 
kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tuq5b 
w]kyz n6r/3iz sz?Ex6bso 
srsk5 #)k5, WoExq5 kNo1k5 
wv]Jt5 WxiQx3ix3mb.

k]b3u4 WoEx4v8i3u4 xq6bsAt4 
wo8ixEx6XMs6gi4 
]x8i6y6bsifi4, dkJ3ix6bsifi4, 
w]kyq5, whmq5, W6fyq5 
x7m s4W3uiq5 b3iq5 
wM]Q5 w]kyoEi4f8i5 
wvJ6bsQx4v8i3ix3mb, kNo1il 
x4g6bsymJ5 wM]Q5 w]kvtq5. 

kb4f5 WQx4v8iDt4 m8N 
WoExaJk5 wMostix6S5 x7m 
xsM0/ExDbslt4 WoExa/
Exv6gk5, xg3i3l4ymJk5 
wob6yi6,
mun3i6 x7m whmQJ8Nw3i6 
xgD8N3ix3mb. 

kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtz5 
kNv6gi4 wo8ix6t5tpsJ8N3lt4 
]rNs/k5 wvJ6bso5, 
cspnst4nk9l kNv6gi5 
WoExv6gi5 xgw8Nsix6gi4 
cspn6tsix3mb. ]b4fx WoExq5 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 W6fyq8k5 
gryQxDt4n5 WoExk5 wc]Jt4n5, 
x7ml mun3i1j5 whmQJ8Nw3i1j5 
xg6bsJ4n5.   

$600uox8 xbsyx3li gi/s4X5 
w3is6tbsAi ]rNs/5 WD6nbslt4 
srsk5 #)k5 xg4v8iD8NC/6S5, 
kN]o5 mun3i1j5 WoExq8k5. 
kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tuz5 ]bm8N 
k]bu4 WoEx6bDmK6. 

The Government of Canada 
renew the mandate of the 
Aboriginal Healing Foundation 
to enable it to continue its mission 
for a period of 30 years.

The renewed mandate address 
the legacy of abuse, and social, 
psychological, cultural and 
spiritual injuries, including 
intergenerational impacts.

The mandate be designed 
to complement and advance 
the interrelated goals of 
acknowledgement, redress, 
healing and reconciliation.

The AHF be funded to support a 
public education role to conduct 
research and share knowledge 
related to the legacy of abuse in 
residential schools and promote 
healing and reconciliation.

$600 million as a one-time grant 
be invested to generate income and 
be expended over 30 years to fulfill 
a renewed mandate of the AHF.

kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtq5b yK9osd/q5 

•• kNo1k5 wk1k5 xgw8NsQx3o5 m4Wzo5 kNv6v6g5 kNoq8k5 
mun3i6 xixt5ti6 xg6bsJmo6X5 WqxD8N3lt4

•• kNv6v6g5 kNq8i wvJ6hwi6 wvJ6tsi6 mimo srs5 !) 
xg6bsiq8k5 mun3i1j5, ]rNs/5 xgw8Nsiq8i

•• eu3Dxq8N3o5 cspnw8N3o5 xvs]Mi4 xixt5t0Jti4 munsti4 
xg6bsJ8N6gi4 x7ml WoExv6gk5 vsp?9ox/t4 xg6bsJ8N3lt4 
Wix6S5 

•• kNo1i4 wk1i4 wvJ6hwo5 N1ui4f5 xsM8i3u4 WQx6gk5 x7ml 
N1ui4f5 WmJ8N6yQx6gi4 kNv6v6g5 kNq8i xg9lt4 scsy4f5, 

W6fy4f5 wo8ixDtk5, munstk5 x7ml wvJct]Q8i4f5

AHF FUNDING PRIORITIES

•  Continue outreach to underserved or special needs of Aboriginal 
communities to provide for an opportunity to begin healing

•  Continue support in Aboriginal communities and communities 
of interest for AHF-funded projects for an average of 10 years

•  Continue to document and evaluate effective healing practices to 
share with stakeholders

•  Support self-determination and self-reliance in Aboriginal 
communities through culturally appropriate healing services, 
training and networks 
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Conclusion
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wkw5 ]x8i6bsif5 
xqJu4 w]kyom3u1i 
]x6r4hw8ND8N6S5. wkoEpi5 
mun6ti5 WoExa8N3lt4, 
st6b3lt4 xJolxCzu4. 
kN]o5 sk6gi4 kb6vi4 
xyspymJ5 x6n6bsymJ5 
wo8ixEx6tbsJi4, 
xyq5tA9l x4hD6ymJ5 
w]ky3u1i ]x6rxi0/x8q5g5. 
cspns]t5 cspn6bsif5 
NlNw6yymK5, wk4 x4hD3if 
]x8i6y6bsi4f, hD6n/sif 
Wi3l4bsi4f w]ky1uk5 
N1m3ix6g6 xvs8q5gi4, 
kbCuk5 wMuk5 giix6bq5. 
kbCq5 x4hDtvs9lt4 
WD6nixEK5, xzJ6]vu1i5 
xw5g6bsif5. xJDbsJ5 
wk1i5 ]bm8N x4hD6ymJi5 
xbsys8q2S6, xcs8q8isJ5 
tr2X9oxq8N6g5 ]cbsq8N6g5 
wLx8q5gi4. w]kyq5 
]x6r4hExo6Xb n6rtEK5 
xvs8q5gi4 eu3DxExv6bq8i4, 
]x6rzhx6bq8i4. yK?5b 
xJ3iq5 N1m4bK5, 
w]ky5t1k5 wMostJ5 
xgi ]W/ChQxco6Lq5 
x8NamoC5b ]W/Exv6X4S5. 
yK]?K5 x4hD6ymlx6Xb 
]x8i6bsymlx6Xb W/EgJ6 
]x6rQx3i6. hs9l xvs8q5gi4 
ns/symJA5 w]ky5t1i 
x8N4nExoD5b. 

kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 tudtz5 
]rNs/k5 munstk5 wvJ6ymK5 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 ]x8ixq8i4 
m4W6yQx6Lt4, xixt5ti4f5. 
b8N WoExaw8NExv6Li 

Individuals who have been 
severely damaged by abuse may 
be in recovery throughout their 
lives, turning to healing services 
and community support in times 
of crisis. Communities that have 
suffered the loss of successive 
generations of children, coupled 
with other devastating losses, 
may take more than a single 
lifetime to recover. Research on 
intergenerational transmission 
of trauma makes it clear that 
individuals who have suffered the 
effects of traumatic stress pass 
it on to those close to them and 
generate vulnerability in their 
children. The children in turn 
experience their own trauma. An 
emerging theory on historic trauma 
argues that repeated trauma over 
generations lays down layer upon 
layer of pain and vulnerability that 
need to be treated layer by layer.

The AHF has funded healing 
activities that are meeting the 
needs of Survivors. This process 
has also contributed to community 
development, governance 
and the social economy.

x0pos6t: KM5 vgl 
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k6vst
kNo1i5, kN]o5 
x8N4X9o6n6S5, mr2X9o6n6S5, 
kNu1i taux3i1u4 
xsM5ti1u4 WQxDbsymK6. 
w6vNw]/k9l Z?mci1j9l 
wvJ6ymK6. kNq8k8l 
wkdtq8k5 wvJ6ymK6.   

xixt5to6g5 muno6g5 
wvJ6bsQxv6S5 k6vdNq5. 
xyq5 sb6rJ5 xgw8Ns8q5g5 
wvJ6bs/Exv6S5 xixt5ti1j5 
xJD8i6Xb wvJ6bs/Exv6S5.

xixt5ti6 mun3i6 
kNv6v6gi5 xg6bs/Exo4, 
w]kyq5 xuhi4 xvs8q5gi4 

gl6bsti4 trbs?4g5 W9lA. 
xixt5tMs6Lb ryxi 
hCwp5t1k5 whmQJ8NwD8NC5b 
xgExclx6XK5. xvsi6nu4 
w]ky1u4 tayixD5b WJmA5b, 
w]kct]Q5tx3i1u4.

]mQ Bx5n8, wo8ixEx3if 
cspmpQ/sif tt6v5 
cspnz5 bw/5 xixt5ti4f5 
mun3i4f5 x6ft4n6 ck6g6b6 
ttC6bst9lq5 
sv6ymK6 vNbu kNv6v6g5 
Wi3l4bsiq5 eu3Dx6bst9lQ5 
1993u wm8N sv6S6: 

A continuum of care must 
be maintained for those who 
are already on their healing 
journey. The same opportunity 
must be available to those who 
become ready to pursue their 
healing in their own time. 

Healing is central to Aboriginal 
peoples’ ability to address 
other pressing social issues, 
and reconciliation is critical to 
our collective ability to move 
to a better relationship.

Maggie Hodgson, a residential 
school Survivor who was consulted 
on Mapping the Healing Journey, 
spoke about the time frame of 
community healing at a hearing 
of the Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Peoples in 1993: 

“At one time I used to believe the 
myth that if our people sobered 
up, our problems would be solved. 
Now I know that all [it] does is 
take one layer off the onion ... 

46 47



Conclusion

xixt5ti6 mun3i6 xg6ymJ6: xg6bsymJ5 gn6bs/Exv6g5 scsysJ5 Nw5g9lq5  A Healing Journey: Final Report Summary Points

“"w7m4v8i6 whm?Ms6ymKz 
wkdtK5 wu6tsJ8i6Xb, 
xvs8q5g5 w]ky5t1i 
Ww3ix6g5. s9luo 
cspmo6Sz wuxl4 
xvs8q5gi w]ky5t1i xbsy6, 
xyq5 ho sk6g5 ]W/
Exv6S5 xvs8q5g5. ...xuhi4 
x]Jtcs6SA5... kNv6v6gtA5 
w]ky6S5 srs5 80 90 xg6ymJi 
hD6n/sifKA5...whmv6Szo 
wo8ixEx6XMs6g5 hC6n/
sifq5 srsk5 20k5 
]x6rstQQx3ix6bK5.”"

We are dealing with a number of 
different issues ... related to our 
people’s experience over the last 
80 or 90 years ... I believe that the 
whole issue of residential school 
[and its effects] is an issue that’s 
going to take at least a minimum 
of 20 years [to work through].” 

The Aboriginal Healing Foundation 
hopes that, pending the approval 
of the federal government’s 
agreement in principle, Survivors 
and those who have been 
intergenerationally impacted by 
the legacy of abuse in residential 
schools will have the opportunity 
to continue their healing.

Note: Citations of primary and 
secondary sources used in preparation 
of this document are available 
by request from the Aboriginal 
Healing Foundation. See back inside 
cover for contact information.

kNv6v6g5 mun3i1j5 
tudtz5 iEs4S6 vNbs2 
Z?m4fq5 ]rNs/i4 wMyQx6Xb 
xg6bs4v8iD8N6gu4 
wo8ix3ifk5 munstk5 
x4g6bsymJ5 xixt5ti1u4 
mun3i1u4 xs9M0/1ix6g5
w]kyt4 ]x6rQx9li0J4.  

cspn3ifQ8i5 tt6vw5 bm3u4 
]b4fx s3vsysJ5 g4yCD8k6Xt5. 
gCDt1Z5 gwAZs2 gkxi 
WJ8N6Xw5.

x0pdtz, ]/Ny }Mx8Ks5
Courtesy of Janice Longboat
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x0pos6t:  vNts, 2004 
PhotographerKanatiio, 2004
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 kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuq5

tt6v5 n6rb5: kNv6v6ggcw5 mun3i1j5 tuz5 

75 Albert Street, Suite 801, Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5E7

sc]ltz5: (613) 237-4441

sc]lt xrv8q5g6: (888) 725-8886
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Aboriginal Healing Foundation

Suite 801, 75 Albert Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5E7

Toll-free: (888) 725-8886

Phone:  (613) 237-4441

Facsimile:  (613) 237-4442

E-mail: programs@ahf.ca

Internet :  http://www.ahf.ca
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yax6 Bx wo8x3F4 nN/sJ6 1935u wo8ix3Fsix6Li x9M5 kb6vk5. xJE6hwp wgx6 w=. swn8 m4W6bz 1873u. xJE6hwp4f5 xsMbz5 b{hm 
xJE6hwps2 vmQ/z, wo8ix3Fs2 xtz x9M5 xzJ6]vE/sigu4 xtv6g6 xs]Ay]t8 yax6 GNX6gCM6H. wo8ix3FsK6 w6vNw]/k5, s4W1i3j5 x7ml 
xq3Cu WoExk5. yK9o6 wo8ix3Fsix6g6 x9M5 kNoq5b ciQ]/i5g6 fs2 nixi nN/sJ6 wrPLi WzhwDysJu Wxi4bsn6g6 kaMs6ymK6. 

wiqo6bz 1874u vNbu Z?m4f5 r[Z6g6tz8i5, g8zF4nz Sx3E/6bsK6.
wo8ix3F4n6 Wzhi4 doE4g6 nN/soMs6S6. xyq5 w[l5 nN/sK5 raixi, g4yx3F4 Wxi4bsK6 1883u, s9lu xyx4fgx6.

x8tsoJ4f5 w5b3in1k5 vg0pct]Q4fq8i5 N2X6b6 

uiybsJ6 W6fyoEp4f5 x7ml W8ax6goEp4f5 




